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T f ff-fi^.B ERG, Gemwiy (AP) — A vintage DC-3 ptopeiler airplane 

• in f °8’ kSS 8 27 pJSBKSS 

SS' Oo *®*f w °r with Slight injuries walkedftom 

Said - A spokesman for Classic Wings, 
vintage plane, said the aircraft took off 

r£^ ^ lhrcc crew members. Haus-Ulrich 

OhU spoilsman for Gcnnany s civil aviation authority, said there had 

^rong fio conta ct with the crew before the crash, indicating that there 

- inlr* ^ said Ihe p* 1015 were relying on their sight 

at the tune of the crash and were not using instruments. 
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Higgins 9 body 9 brought to Beirut morgue 

BEIRUT (AP) — A decomposed body of what appears to be a Western 
man was lying Sunday in the morgue of the American University 
Hospital (AUH), and police and hospital officials said they believed it was 
that of slain American hostage William R. Higgins. U.S. Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker said he had not been contacted about the body abour 20 
hours after it was brought to the AUH. Police officers claimed the 
embassy had been notified. Colonel Higgins was kidnapped Feb. 17, 1988, 
in South Lebanon. The abductors, the Organisation of the Oppressed on 
Earth claimed July 31, 1969, to have executed the 44-year-old marine, in 
retaliation for Israel's abduction of a Shiite Muslim deric. Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obcid, three days before. “We received a body last night. There's 
suspicion it is that of Higgins, but we are not certain yet." an AUH 
administration official said. “Coroner Dr. Ahmad Harati has yet to 
examine iL I can tell you nothing else until we have his report," said the 
administrator. 


dub 


*®«£. 
®ona>j, 

>for 

intent 

Sri Luke 

ml 


dem^L 

Sheba 
The^ 
tan tot 
r^safs 
apersaL, 
s. 


IS 


-Cfe 
the Nedc 
t be fiat 
sages, i 

id-Thcf 


after or 
I 


I not s 
istmadt i 
It fafir 
okesm 


meed 


litors- 

, worn 

k atkat 
hearo 1 
x dull 1 * 
aid inf 

beiq?*! 

an pro® 

jwgfltf 

i an fr® : 


Soviet ambassador 
arrives in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Despite the 
dismantling of the Soviet Union, 
Alexander Bovin will receive the 
usual dijrfoinatxc ceremony Mon- 
day when he presents his creden- 
tials as the first Soviet ambassa- 
dor to Israel in 24 years. The 
Soviet anth em will be played and 
the red hammer and sickle flag 
hoisted as Mr. Bovin meets Presi- 
dent Chaim Herzog at his resi- 
dence, officials said Sunday after 
Mr. Bovin -toured the foreign 
ministry. ‘This may be last time 
or one of the last times the Soviet 
anthem is going to be played 
anywhere,” noted Shlomo 
Avineri, former director-general 
of the foreign ministry. Mr. 
Bovin .was appointed by Mikhail* 
Gorbachev. It was not dear 
whether Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin would retain him. 

Assad’s son on 
visit to S. Arabia 

DAMASCUS (R) — Major 
Basel Al, Assad, eldest son of 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad, 
is visiting Saudi Arabia, the Sy- 
rian News Agency (SANA) re- 
ported Sunday. -It said he was 
welcomed on his arrival in the 
Saudi capital on Saturday by 
Prince Sattam Ben Abdul Aziz, 
dephly chief of the Riyadh re- 
gion, and several senior military 
officers. SANA quoted Riyadh 
radio as saying Major Assad had 
dinner on Saturday with Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz, who is chief of the National 
Guard. It said the visit would last 
several days. 

Yemeni leader meets 
Iranian speaker 

SANAA (R) — Yemen's Presi- 
dent -AH: Abdullah Saleh and 
Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mehdi 
Karrubi discussed SJpnday ways of 
boosting bilateral cooperation as 
well as Islamic issues of common 
concern, Radio Sanaa reported. 
It said Vice-President Ali Salem 
Al Baidh took part in the talks. 
Mr. Karrubi earlier met Prime 
Minister Haider Abu Bakr Al 
Atlas and both were quoted by 
the radio as expressing a desire to 
“promote fraternal relations in 
(he interest of their peoples and 
the Islami c Nation’s aims.” Kar- 
rubi arrived in Sanaa on Saturday 
from Beijing after a five-day visit 
to China. 


Israeli troops clash 
with guerrillas 

NABATTYEH (AP) — A group 
of Israeli soldiers dashed before 
dawn Sunday with guerrillas in 
South Lebanon, a Shiite deric 
said. Sheikh Ahmad Taleb, the 
imam of die southern village of 
Jibsbcet, said the Israelis adv- 
anced from the village of Qar- 
noun inside their self-styled 
“security zone” to the outskirts of 
Jibsheet at 1:30 a.m. (2330 GMT 
Saturday). Guerrillas “spotted 
the Israelis and a half-hour dash 
followed added Sheikh Taleb. 
He said there were no casualties 
among the- guerrillas. The dash 
came a day after Israeli forces 
freed three Lebanese men they 
abducted Friday, inclnding a 
butcher whose two children were 
killed by a booby-trapped flash- 
light believed planted by the 
Israelis. Friday’s events under- 
scored the spiralling violence that 
has plagued South Lebanon since 
the opening of the Middle East 
peace talks under U.S. and Soviet 
auspices Oct. 31. 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — About 1,000 
Israelis and Russian immi grants 
burned tyres outside Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s office 
Monday to pro test the high rate of 
unemployment. The demonstra- 
tors, who adopted the tyre- 
buruing. taeTfc from the Paiesti-f 
man uprising, shouted for about! 
two hours against a jobless rate' 
that is nearly 11 per cent — the* 
highest figure in about 30 years.'. 
Among the about 350,000 Soviets 
who have come to Israel since 
1989, the unemployment rate is 
estimated to be double that per- 
centage. Many of the protesters 
were from so-called development 
towns built to take in immigrants. 
“Unemployment — a social dis- 
aster,'* read .placards carried by 
some demonstrators. Another 
sign said, “Give to die factories, 
of die settlements.” 


Palestinian 

delegates 

return 

home 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palestinian de- 
legation to peace talks with Israel 
returned to occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Sunday. Unlike 
on their return from Madrid, 
there were no welcoming celebra- 
tions. 

“After the Madrid conference, 
there was a need for the express- 
ion of popular support. Now we 
are at the beginning of a long and 
difficult journey and so such an 
expression was not needed,” said 
delegation spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi. 

The team drove in a bus from 
Amman to the Jordan River cros- 
sing into the occupied territories. 

'The Washington talks were 
testing grounds,” said delegate 
Saeb Erekat. “The Arab sides 
were able to see exactly that 
Israel is not interested in hearing 
about international legality. 
Their definition of (U.N. Resolu- 
tion) 2 42 is different from that of 
the Arabs and the world as the 
last thing they want to hear about 
is land for peace.” 

Peace talks adjourned on 
Wednesday until early January 
after six days of Israeli wrangling 
over procedure and sterile debate 
between Israel and Syria over 
land for peace. 

The Arabs accused Israel of 
time-wasting, while Israel 
claimed a procedural victory and 
said the fact a second round of 
direct peace talks had taken, place 
at all was progress. 

Soldiers wound 14 

Israeli troops wounded 14 
Palestinians when they opened 
fire with plastic bullets and tear 
gas during widespread protests in 
the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
Saturday, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Two Palestinians, aged 14 and 
16, were hit by plastic bullets at 
Rafah after an army patrol was 
stoned, they said. 

Nine Palestinian demonstrators 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Lower House of Parliament during a break in Sunday’s session (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

House repeals communism law, 
adopts defence law unchanged 


By a Jordaa Times StafT Reporter 

AMMAN — A law dating back 
to 1953 banning communism in 
Jordan and allowing for the pro- 
secution of communist activists 
and sympathisers was repealed 
Sunday by the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

The repeal came in the form of 
a new law sent to Parliament by 
the government and adopted by 
the House. The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said the legisla- 
tion was in line with the govern- 
ment's “commitment to reconsid- 
er all exceptional laws and regula- 
tions affecting public freedoms.” 

In its session Sunday, attended 
by the two deputy prime minis- 
ters and several members of the 
Council of Ministers, the House 
also endorsed the 1990 Defence 
Law, whjch replaces the 1935 
Defence Law. 

The new law was approved in 
its original form since an amend- 
ment proposed by the House — 
under which the Lower House 
demanded to have the right to 
pass or reject any declaration of 
martial law — was turned down 
by the Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of the Constitu- 
tion. 

The legality of the proposed 


amendment was referred to the 
council by the Upper' House of 
Parliament when (he law along 
with the amendment was referred 
to it from the Lower House. 

Under the original draft of the 
law — which will be enacted with 
the issuance of a Royal decree 
approving it — the King can 
declare martial law under a re- 
commendation from the Council 
of Ministers. 

The two laws endorsed Sunday 
come ahead of debate on the 
House floor of draft legislation on 
political parties and the press and 
publication — two key pieces of 
laws which are expected to set the 
guidelines for legalised political 
activities in the Kingdom and 
enhanced media freedom. 

During Sunday’s session, the 
Lowe r H ouse refnred to its. Leg- 
al Committee the Audit Bureau’s 
annual report for the year 1990. 
The Legal Committee will study 
the report and submit related 
findings and recommendations to 
the full House. 

Several deputies called on the 
committee to speed up its work 
and complete its consideration of 
the Audit Bureau report, which 
includes findings of specific viola- 
tions of various nature by some 
public institutions. The con- 
cerned institutions have been 


notified of the violations and 
asked to rectify them. Petra said. 

Several ministers replied to 
specific questions raised by de- 
puties during previous sessions. 
Most of the questions were re- 
lated to infrastructure for the 
agriculture sector in Mafraq and 
land adjoining the Dead Sea. 

Another question raised was 
related to the number of free 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) tickets 
issued to individuals who are not 
working for the national air car- 
rier. 

On a procedural issue, the 
House took note of the appoint- 
ment of office-bearers for House 
committees. Yousef Al Atham 
(Muslim Brotherhood) was 
elected chairman and Moham- 
mad D ardour (National Bloc) 
was elected rapporteur of the 
Education. Committee. Daoud 
Kojak (Muslim Brotherhood) 
was elected chairman and Nader 
Thuheirat (National Bloc) was 
elected rapporteur of the Admi- 
nistrative Committee. 

The next priority for the Lower 
House is the draft budget for the 
year 1992. The draft budget was 
presented to the House by the 
government earlier this month 
and the Finance Committee of 
the House is studying it. 


GCC summit opens in Kuwait 




KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Foreign 
and finance ministers of the six 
Arab Gulf states met Sunday to 
finish the agenda for the three- 
day Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) summit that will focus on 
building military cooperation and 
a new fund for Arab develop- 
ment. 

The meeting of the ruling 
princes of the Gulf to begin Mon- 
day night is the first since 
Kuwait's liberation. Little con- 
sensus has emerged from a year- 
long round of meetings among 
ministerial groups on how the six 
states, rich from oil but poor in 
human resources, can build a 
common defence. 

“This will be a critical sum- 
mit,” said Abdullah Al Shayji, a 
political sciences professor at 
Kuwait University. “It will decide 
the future of the GCC.” 

Kuwait's foreign minister and 
deputy prime minister. Sheikh 
Salem Al Sabah, said in earlier 


press reports that the summit will 
discuss forming a unified Gulf 
army and a confederacy that 
would unify the foreign and then 
the economic policies of these 
sates. 

In its 10-year existence, the 
GCC has not achieved much in 
terms of genuine cooperation and 
unity among its member coun- 
tries. 

“The problem is there is no- 
thing to be shown for the benefit 
of the people of the Gallj area," 
said 'Meshari Al Osa’mi, chair- 
man of the Kuwaiti Lawyers 
Association. A panel of promin- 
ent Kuwaiti lawyers, academics 
and others sent the leaders a 
petition asking for more demo- 
cracy for the region. 

Mr. Shayji said that Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait proved to the Gulf 
states that they cannot defend 
themselves and that agreements 
with foreign countries were the 
best form of protection, in spite 


of the reservations Saudi Arabia 
has on such agreements. 

Kuwait signed a military coop- 
eration agreement with the Un- 
ited States last September and is 
expected to sign similar ones with 
Britain and France. 

That effectively killed the 
Damascus declaration last March 
that had Egypt and Syria provid- 
ing defence forces for Kuwait and 
the Gulf in exchange for econo- 
mic aid. Arab forces were per- 
ceived as a potential threat. 

The West, highly dependent on 
oil from the region, is viewed as a 
more committed protector. 

Issa Al Shamlan, also a politic- 
al science teacher at Kuwait Uni- 
versity, said the proposal of a 
united Gulf army was not feasible 
because it was too costly and it 

would over-militarise the area. 

« 
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Waite denies knowledge of arms deal 


LONDON (Agencies) — Former 
hostage Terry Waite said Sunday 
he knew nothing of the U.S. 
arms-for-hostages deal but that 
he was tortured by his captors 
because of their suspicions. 

He also denied news media 
reports that he was wearing a 
concealed transmitter when he 
was seized on what he thought 
was a trip to visit American hos- 
tages in Lebanon in January 

1987- . - t J 

“If any bugging device had 
been on me. I would be a dead 
man,” Mr. Waite said in his first 
interview since his release on 
Nov. 18. 

The Church of England envoy 
pM attempts to trade arms for 
hostages were foolish. But be 
refused to blame marine 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver 
North, the senior U.S. official 
who oversaw the secret aims 
deals, for his neariy five years as a 
hostage in Lebanon. 

“In working for the freedom of 

hnemges you have to relate to a 


lot of people,” Mr. Waite said of 
his meetings with Col. North. 
“You will never know completely 
what they are doing.” _ 

At the time Mr. Waite was 
seeking the release of hostages. 
Col. North was secretly arranging 
arms shipments to Iran in ex- 
change for the release of Amer- 
icans held by pro-Iranian groups 
in Lebanon. 

News reports have speculated 
that Col. North encouraged the 
impression that Mr. Waite was 
responsible for winning the re- 
lease of several American hos- 
tages who were in fact freed as a 
result of the U.S. arms deals with 
Iran. 

In'a 35-minute radio interview 
with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Mr. Waite said, 
“there was no way in which the 
church could or would have any 
dealing whatsoever m arms for 
hostages nor, for that matter, in 
paying ranson for hostages.” 

He said that because of his 
captors’ suspicions about his in- 


volvement with U.S. officials, he 
was brutally interrogated, beaten 
on the soles of his feet, kept 
chained and unable to walk or 
stand, shown mock executions 
and told he would be killed. 

“I remember sitting on the 
floor of the cell and making three 
resolutions — no regrets, no sen- 
timentality and no self-pity,” he 
said. “I had to stick by that and 
they helped me through.” 

Asked if he should have been 
suspicious during bis dealings 
with Col North, Mr. Waite said 
he became “suspicious of nearly 
everybody." 

“People are playing games and 
governments are playing games 
all the tunes,” he said. “You just 
are walking through a minefield 
and one day you may tread on a- 
mine. I trod on a mine, and that’s 
about it.” 

There have been news reports 
that Mr. Waite's kidnappers 
found a tiny transmitter that 
could have allowed bis position to 
be tracked. 


Gorbachev 
not ready 
to leave 
Soviet 
politics 

NEW YORK (R)— Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev said in a 
U.S. television he intends to re- 
main in politics. 

“I think I will not leave the 
world of politics. As for the role J 
will be playing, this will be de- 
cided in the near future,” Mr. 
Gorbachev told a CBS Television 
correspondent in an interview 
taped in Moscow and broadcast 
Sunday. 

Tm going to wait for the result 
of the Alma Ata meeting. As 
soon as I receive official docu- 
ments and see that the common- 
wealth is a reality, within a few 
days I will then take my deci- 
sion,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

Eleven former Soviet republics 
signed an accord on Saturday in 
the Kazakhstan capital of Alma 
Ata. formally establishing the 
commonwealth of independent 
states and putting an end to the 
Soviet Union as a legal and poli- 
tical entity. 

When asked about the control 
of nuclear weapons in the com- 
monwealth, Mr. Gorbachev re- 
plied: 

“There will be no easing of 
control over the nuclear 
weapons. And the system we 
have is much tougher than the 
one the Americans have. I always 
remind the Americans of that.” 

The commonwealth accord has 
still to be ratified by republican 
parliaments and further discus-, 
sions on defence will be tackled at 
talks in the Byelorussian capital 
Minsk on Dec. 30. 

Questions remained concern- 
ing the Kremlin's nuclear arsenal 
and command of its 3.7 million 


(Conftaned a page 5) 

Related stones on page 8 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE dirhams 


Jordan delegation returns from Washington 

Impasse in talks is over 
substantive issues, not 

procedural — Mai ali 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian delegation to Arab-lsraeli 
pece talks returned home Sunday 
after an inconclusive round of 
bilateral negotiations in Washing- 
ton. 

Abdul Salam Al Majali, Jor- 
dan’s chief negotiator, told repor- 
ters at Amman airport that an 
Israeli deadlock with the joint 
Jordan! an-Palestinian delegation 
was over substance and not, as 
Israel contends, procedure. 

“The negotiations were true 
negotiations in every sense of the 
word as they dealt with the basis 
'of the talks,” he said. 

“In Madrid, we consolidated 
the independent Palestinian 
identity and buried the subject 
that Jordan is Palestine,” he 
added. “Unfortunately, Israel 
this time tried to sabotage what 
occurred in Madrid, but it 


failed.” he added. 

“What is said that the negotia- 
tions in Washington were pro- 
cedural is untrue ... in fact ‘the 
corridor diplomacy' was a new 
invention. I affirm to yon that 
they wens real negotiations deal- 
ing with the essentia] elements of 
the (peace) conference.” 

He stressed that in Madrid the 
joint delegation succeeded in 
affirming and illuminating the 
Palestinian identity. 

“This was one brick, (of) sever- 
al bricks which were built and are 
standing firmly.” 

Dr. Abdul Salam accused 
Israel of attempting to destroy 
what was achieved in Madrid of 
making things more difficult. But 
he affirmed that this would not 
make the Jordanian or the 
Palestinian delegations give up 


their rights. 

He stressed that the U.S. did 
not “conspicuously interfere” in 
the negotiation process in Madrid 
or Washington and expressed his 
belief that it was better if the 
co-sponsors did not interfere “in 
order to refute Israel’s claims that 
Israel could solve problems if it 
sit (s) with the Arabs without the 
interference of other parties.” 

Peace talks between Israel and 
three separate Arab teams ad- 
journed on Wednesday after six 
days of Israeli wrangling over the 
independent negotiating status of 
the Palestinian team and a debate 
between Israel and Syria over 
land for peace. 

The Jordanian delegation was 
received at Amman airport by the 
King’s advisor Khalid Al Karaki, 
Foriegn Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and senior officials. 


Israeli goal is peace without 

ceding territory — Shamir 

■ 

Israel accepts Washington venue for Jan. 7 talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Sunday the mission of Israel’s 
negotiators at Middle East peace 
talks was to achieve peace with- 
out giving up land. 

In an impassioned speech to 
about 3,000 members of his 
Liknd Party's central committee, 
be congratulated the negotiators 
who returned last week after bi- 
lateral talks in Washington were 
adjourned until early January. 

“When our loyal envoys who 
are representing the state of 
Israel honestly and wisely went to 
Madrid and to Washington they 
had engraved on their hearts and 
in front of their eyes the comman- 
dment: Keep the land of Israel 
and bring peace,” he said. 

“Our envoys did their job with 
zeal and will continue to do it 
with talent, with wisdom, with 
intelligence, with good cheer and 
with all the warmth of their 
hearts,” Mr. Shamir added. 
“Let’s bless these messengers of a 
good deed.” 

He spoke hours after his trans- 
port minister, Moshe Katzav, 
announced that Israel had agreed 
to resume its negotiations with 
Syria, Lebanon and a joint 
Joidanian-Palestinian delegation 
in Washington on Jan. 7. 


Mr. Katzav also told reporters 
after the regular Sunday cabinet 
meeting that Israel hoped subse- 
quent talks would take place clos- 
er to or in the Middle East. 

Mr. Shamir also praised Jewish 
settlers in the occupied territories 
Sunday as the “emissaries of the 
people of Israel.” 

Mr. Shamir’s comments fol- 
lowed renewed criticism of Jew- 
ish settlements by the United 
States, which sees them as obsta- 
cles to making peace with the 
Arabs. 

The prime minister referred to 
attacks on the settlers by Palesti- 
nians during their uprising. 

“There is a group of people 
among us, a group that to our joy 
is growing daily, that is exposed 
to many attacks and threats ... 
attacks to annihilate life ... to 
prevent the children of Israel, 
legal owners of the land of Israel, 
from settling in their land,” Mr. 
Shamir said. 

“The people who live in (the 
West Bank), the Gaza Strip and 
the Golan, they are the emissar- 
ies of Israel. We are all with you, 
be blessed,” he added. 

Mr. Shamir, in opening the 
Likud meeting that is likely to be 
divided over a proposal for direct 
election of the prime minister, 


warned against internal party 
conflicts which could loosen 
Israel's hold on the occupied ter-, 
ritories. 

“It should not be that the 
legitimate disagreements among 
us will play into the hands of 
those ready to give away parts of 
the land of Israel, who are ready 
to abandon the (the West Bank) 
and the Gaza Strip,” he said. 

About 112,000 Jewish settlers 
have moved to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since Israel 
seized the land in the 1967 war. 

The United States last week 
repeated its .criticism of the set- 
tlers as an impediment to peace 
talks after a group of Israelis took 
over bouses in Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Shamir urged Likud mem- 
bers to vote against the proposal 
for diisct election of the prime 
minister, who is traditionally 
chosen from the party with the 
most members in parliament. 

The move puts Mr. Shamir at 
odds with several prominent 
Likud members, including Hous- 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon and 
Foreign Minister David Levy. 

“Unfortunately the Arab side 
rejects our proposals in this mat- 

(Coatfnoed on page 5) 


Nosair acquitted of Kahane killing; 
Kach diehards vow own 4 revenge’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — An Arab- 
American was acquitted Saturday 
night of killing extremist rabbi 
Meir Kahane, founder of the 
militant Jewish Defence League 
(JDL) and a former member of 
Israel’s pmliament. 

Al Sayyid Nosair, a naturalised 
U.S. citizen, was convicted of 
four lesser charges, including 
assault and illegal possession of a 


Mr. Nosair, 36, was charged 
with killing Kahane after Kahane 
delivered a lecture at a Manhat- 
tan hotel on Nov. 5, 1990. He 
also was accused erf shooting two 
people as he fled and comman- 
deering a taxi. 

Pandemonium broke out when 
the verdict was announced. Ab- 
out two dozen Nosair so porters, 
sitting on one side of the cour- 
troom, started yelling and prais- 
ing God. 

A young Kahane supporter on 
the other side of the room, began 
screaming: “Death to Nosair, 
death to Nosair.” 

In Israel, Kahane’s son issued a 
statement promising to “revenge 
... the blood of Meir Kahane.” 

“The only punishment befitting 
to die crime of this individual 
Nosair is death,” said Rabbi 
Binyamin Zeev Kahane. 

Kahane’s anti-Arab Kach 
movement also demanded 
venge. 


“We know that if justice is not 
done, then a Jew will rise up who 
will do justice in this matter,” 
spokesman Baruch Marzel said in 
an interview with Israel Radio. 

In Egypt, opposition politicians 
praised tlie verdict and called on 
the United States to protect 
Nosair. 

“The American judicial system 
did not submit to threats or black- 
mail by the Zionist lobby in the 
United States,” said Rifaat Al 
Saeed, a member of the left-wing 
National Unionist Progressive 
party. 

The jury reached the verdict in 
its fourth day of deliberation, 
following a five-week trial. 

Mr. Nosair, who lived in Cliff- 
side, New Jersey, was convicted 
of two counts of second-degree 
assault for shooting a postal ser- 
vice police officer and another 
man as be fled the hotel. He Also 
was convicted of coercion for 
commandeering a taxi at gun- 
point. 

Mr. Nosair faces a maximum 
penalty of two to seven years for 
each assault charge and the coer- 
cion charge. He also faces five to 
15 years for criminal possession 
of a weapon. Had he been con- 
victed of second-degree murder, 
be would have faced a maximum 
sentence of 25 years to life. 

The jury of nine women and 
three men in state supreme court 


in Manhattan deliberated for four 
days before delivering its verdict. 

Mr. Nosair, an air-conditioning 
technician, smiled as the jury 
forewoman announced the ver- 
dict, and, according to defence 
lawyer Michael Warren, said, “all 
praise is due to Almighty God, 
Allah." 

Justice Alvin Schlesinger set 
sentencing for Jan. 29. 

Prosecutors had argued that 
Mr. Nosair shot Kahane in the 
neck with a .357-calibre Roger 
revolver after the rabbi con- 
cluded a lecture at the East Side 
Marriott hotel and then shot 
Irving Franklin. 74, as be ran 
from the room. 

They said Mr. Nosair then run 
outside and commandeered a taxi 
— the basis for the coercion 
conviction — and then shot postal 
police officer Carlos Acosta in 
the arm. Mr. Acosta returned 
fire, hitting Mr. Nosair in the 
throat. 

In bis statement. to police in 
hospital after the gunfight, Mr. 
Nosair admitted attending the 
Kahane lecture but said he was 
not armed and fled the hotel in 
fear of his life when shots rang 
out. 

He said that the revolver, with 
its serial number filed down, 
found at his side after the shoot- 

(Caatinned tm page 5) 
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Arafat slams U.S., 

■ 

seeks active Chinese 
role in peace process Eevot^of 
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2,000 minors died m south 
Sudan of natural disasters 



HANOI (R) — Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat Sunday ac- 
cused Washington to double stan- 
dards over Middle East peace 
efforts and said he was looking to 
China to play an active role in 
future talks. 

“We are insisting that China 
has to take part in the multilateral 
talks and this has been accepted 
that they will play this role,” Mr. 
Arafat told Reuters. “We are 
looking for them to play an active 
role in the multilateral discus- 
sions.” 

Mr. Arafat spoke in Hanoi, the 
Vietnamese capital, where he was 
winding up an official visit after a 
one-day stop in Peking on Friday. 

Bilateral peace talks in 
Washington adjourned last 
Wednesday until early January 
after six days of Israelz-Falesti- 
nian wangling over procedure 
and sterile debate between Israel 
and Syria over land for peace. 

Mr. Arafat blamed the United 
States for the impasse. 

“I am sorry to say that talks in 
Washington arrived at a deadlock 
and the American sponsors did 
not fulfill their promise according 
to the indication of the two 
texts,” he said. 

“What has been done by the 
American administration con- 
cerning the (United Nations) re- 
solution shows that they put all 
their weight against the resolu- 
tion, which shows they were not 
using one standard but double 
standards.” 

The PLO chairman did not say 
what texts he was referring to. 
But he was apparently speaking 
about the two key U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on the Mid- 
dle East conflict, which call on 


Israel to quit occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

During Mr. Arafat’s visit to Pek- 
ing, Chinese President Yang 
Shangkun said Orina was ready 
to attend the next round of Mid- 
dle East peace talks if invited. 

A multilateral round is ex- 
pected to take place in Moscow at 
the end of January. 

Up to now, Peking — which 
has long backed the Palestinian 
cause and recognises Mr. Arafat 
as president of Palestine — has 
played a relatively passive role in 
Middle East affairs. It has not 
been invited to previous talks. 

Mr. Yang and Premier Li Peng 
confirmed China’s continued sup- 
port for Palestine on Friday. 

However, China is widely ex- 
pected to establish diplomatic re- 
lations with Israel soon and diplo- 
mats in Peking speculated that 
Chinese leaders would inform 
Mr. Arafat of their plans during 
his visit. 

Mr. Arafat did not mention tire 
issue and aides refused to com- 
ment . 

Western diplomats said his visit 
to Indochina had little signifi- 
cance beyond reaffirmation of the 
region's solidarity. 

In Hanoi, he met President Vo 
Chi Cong, Communist Party chief 
Do Muoi and Prime Minister Vo 
Van KieL 

Mr. Arafat headed for Viet- 
nam’s neighbour Laos later on 
Sunday. 

He had originally been sche- 
duled to visit Cambodia before 
going to Laos but Vietnamese 
officials said he cancelled the trip 
after hearing news of unrest in 
Phnom Penh, where police fired 
on student demonstrators on 
Saturday. 


torture 


Russian vice-president collects 
one PoW from Afghan rebels 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
guerrillas banded a token- Soviet 
soldier over to Russian Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi on 
Sunday after he accused them of 
foiling to keep their promise to 
release prisoners of war. 

Guerrilla sources and Pakis- 
tan’s official APP news agency 
reported the handover at the end 
of a four-day visit in wind? Mr. 
Rutskoi held long bargaining ses- 
sions with geurrilla leaders for the 
^release of some of an estimated 
60 to 80 remaining Soviet cap- 
Itives. 

7 " Mr. Rutskoi, an Afghan war 
veteran, earlier told a news con- 
ference the Mujahedeen leaders 
had failed to keep promises made 
;ih Moscow last month to free 
•Captured Soviet soldiers. 

A guerrilla spokesman named 
the freed man as Baba Qul or 
Habibullah, from Central Asia, 
but gave no other details. 

- Earlier, Russian sources said 
;ftabibullah was believed to be a 
deserter and Mr. Rutskoi's de- 
legation was unwilling to take 
him. But guerrilla sources said he 
had been confused with another 


man whose handover had been 
discussed. 

Four guerrilla leaders had 
pledged to free some captives in 
return for Soviet concessions. 
Mr. Rutskoi said he had kept his 
side of the bargain and a batch of 
prisoners should have been re- 
leased by uow. 

■■'He said his -talks in Islamabad 
failed to take negotiations further 
because of. rivalries among the 
Mujahedeen. 

“I don't quite understand' the 
portion of the Mujahedeen,” he 
said. “We had agreed the Mu- 
jahedeen should act jointly.” 

The Mujahedeen’s Afghan 
News Agency said the four guer- 
rilla leaders had promised Mr. 
Rutskoi they would free a batch 
of prisoners before Jan. 1. 

Moscow, which withdrew its 
troops from Afghanistan in 1989 
after a nine-year war to prop up 
the Marxist government in 
Kabul, has listed more than 300 
soldiers as missing. 

It is not known how many are 
still alive, or how many are deser- 
ters. 
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CAIRO (R) — A human rights 
group accused Egypt’s state 
security police Sunday of tortur- 
ing several robbery suspects with 
electric shocks, leather whips and 
burning cigarettes and said such 

■ m m m U_ _ h 


The Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights (EOHR) said 
public prosecutors had recorded 
signs of abuse in reports on its 
interrogation of the suspects “but 
does not engage in a serious 
effort to pursue the culprits 
among the officers responsible 
for torture and put them up for 
trial” 

“Torture has become a routine 
method of interrogating suspects 
in criminal cases investigated by 
the security bodies and takes 
place at their headquarters,” die 
group said in a statement sent to 
Reuters. 

EOHR said it had received 
reports from forensic authorities 
attached to the Ministry of Justice 
on injuries sustained by several 
people arrested after armed rob- 
beries on a number of jewelry 
shops last February. 

The group said the torture of 
the suspects began on April 24 
and it quoted a forensic report on 
one of them, whom it named as 
Al Sayed Ah Abdaflha. 

EOHR said the methods of 
torture included electric shocks to 
the tongue, genitals and other 
parts of the body beating with 
leather whips and blunt and sharp 
instruments 

The statement suggested that 
die group believed the robberies 
might have been carried out by 
opposition groups to raise- 
money. 

“EOHR would like to reiterate 
its strong condemnation of the 
crimes of violence committed by 
armed opposition groups, 
whether these acts of violence are 
directed, at political targets or 
involve the staging of aimed 
burglaries to help finance the 
political activities of these 
groups,” it said. 

The group said it wrote to the 
interior minister on May 5 asking 
four ; information : on. allegations 
that Islamic groups ha4 been. in- 
volved in the. robberies but had 
received no reply. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Over 

2.000 minors died in rebel areas 
in south Sudan of natural disas- 
ters, such as floods, rains and 
hunger, the government said 
Saturday. 

Ahmad Al Radi Jabir, the gov- 
ernment rapporteur of the relief 
and Hi'gpigrUd affairs, said 4,000 
others managed to survive a jour- 
ney from E-tang a rebel camp on 
the border with Ethiopia, to 
Nasir area, in northern upper 
Nile. 

Mr. Jabir told reporters of 
Western news agencies that about 

1.000 of the survivors have 
reunited with their familes. 

The remaining 3,000 are now 
boosed in camps established 
around Nasir by the International 
Com mi tt e e of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), be said, adding that he 
personally has paid a visit to one 
of these camps recently. 

Nasir is a rebel-held town 800 
kilometres south of Khartoum. 

He said about 1,000 tonnes of 
relief grains, contributed by the 
gove r nment, were distributed to 
needy people in Sobat area near 


The government donation con- 
sisted of 400 tonnes of wheat and 
600 tonnes of sorghum, both are 
produced locally, he said. 

ICRC officials in Khartoum 
were not immediately available 
for comment. 

The Sudanese Red Crescent 
said meanwhile that an estimated 

50,000 minors are now in combat 
areas of south Sudan. The rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
of John Garang controls almost 
all south Sudan except some be- 
sieged towns, including Juba, the 
capital of the south. 

The rebels have been fighting 
the Muslim dominated govern- 
ment in Khartoum since 1983 for 
more autonomy, economic and 
a dminis trative reforms for the 
Christian and animist south. 


Tigani Ahmad Abul Gasim, 
head of the tracing unit at the 
Sudanese Red Crescent, said 
some of about 14,5000 minors 
who are still in Nasir and other 
rebel-held areas were reunited 
but gave no details. 

“We are coordinating with the 
ICRC to unite these children with 


their families,” he said. 

“But up to now, there was little 

success,” he added. 

% 

He said the children were in 
rebel camps which disintegrated 
after the downfall of Ethiopia's 
strongman Mengistu Haile 
Mariam earlier this years. 

The minors have been pouring 
into north Sudan since then, he 
said. 

Ethiopia under Colonel Men- 
gistu was the main backer of Col. 
Garang’s SPLA. He provided the 
SFLA with territorial, military 
facilities as well as a radio station. 

The ICRC has appealed to the 
warring sides to refrain from 
shelling the children camps. 

Jabir meanwhile was quoted by 
the “Al Sudan Al Hadeith” news- 
paper that he expects die influx of 
the minors to increase as of next 
February when the downpour of 
rains and floods ease. 

The newspaper also quoted 
him as saying that only 4,000 out 
of 6,000 minors were able to 
make the trip to the south. 

“The rest (2,000) got lost in the 
journey,” be said. 


New U.N. chief heads for 
New York to start work 


CAIRO (R) — Boutros Ghali left 
for New York on Sunday to take 
over' as the U.N. secretary- 
general, facing a mountain of 
problems but also a chance to 
shape the post-cold war world. 

Dr. Ghali, one of the architects 
of Egypt’s peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979, replaces Javier 
Perez de Cuellar of Peru on Jan. 
1. 

The veteran diplomat told re- 
porters at Cairo airport that he 
and senior U.N. officials would 
work out “a plan aimed at de- 
veloping the United Nations so 
that it is equal to the new chal- 
lenges.” 

Dr. Ghali, a Christian from a 
Muslim country with a wife of 
Jewish descent, added he would 
hold intensive consultations with 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar in the next 
few days and he hoped to con- 
tinue to draw on the former 
chiefs experience after the hand- 
over. 

Asked how he would tackle the 
huge tasks facing the United' Na 1 
tions^asvthe world rebuild itself 
after the collapse of communism. 
Dr. Ghali said his approach 


would be “a lot of work, a lot of 
patience, and consultation with 
leaders inside and outside the 
United Nations.” 

The end of the cold war has 
eased the threat of a nuclear 
holocaust and given the United 
Nations a chance to tackle prob- 
lems frozen for years by super- 
power rivalries, such as the civil 
wars in Cambodia and Afghanis- 
tan. 

But dangerous new conflicts 
have erupted as the restraints of 
the old order have been lifted, as 
in Yugoslavia's vicious inter- 
ethnic fighting. 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and 
its aftermath have also given the 
United Nations a mound of busi- 
ness which could take years to 
complete. The world body must 
ensure Baghdad never again ac- 
quires nudear, chemical or biolo- 
gical weapons, oversee payment 
of war reparations, and deal with 
thousands of refugees. 

Dr. Ghali promised when he 
was sworn in .on, Dec. 3 to. follow 
■ an active,, preventive diploma-. 

• a,* 

! cy- 

He stressed the U.N. role m 



Boutros Ghali 

strengthening fundamental free- 
doms and democratic institutions 
but appealed to Third World 
nations by warning that democra- 
cy could not grow without econo- 
mic development. 

“If there is no development 
without democracy, there can 
also be no democracy without 
development,” he dedared in a 
speech in which he switched be- 
tween “Arabic,' English and 
French , and ^apologised for. not 
also usiri&^iniwe, Spsuml£.pr 
Russian" .the U.Nl’s other three 
official linguages. 


S. Arabia’s religious police getting- rougher 
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BAHRAIN (AP) — Operation 
Desert. Storm drove away the 
Iraqi unfitaxy menace, but also 
boosted the poweT of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s religious police, Saudis and 
foreigners say. 

Residents reported almost dai- 
ly confrontations at shopping cen- 
tres in Gulf-side Dhahran and in 
the capital Riyadh when the reli- 
gious pc 1s ce or “mutawa” harass 
women in the name of morality. 

Even in the usually more liber- 
al Red Sea city of Jeddah, more 
women are now covered with 
abayas, the traditional black 
cloaks, and private beaches have 
been banned, residents said. 

None of the sources would 
agree to be quoted by name for 
fear of reprisals from the 
mutawa. 

Shopkeepers in Riyadh 
threatened to dose down unless 
the continuous harassment of 
women customers were ended. 
Subsequently, unkown thugs beat 
up a number of mutawa men, 
witnesses said. 

They reported an unpre- 
cedented demonstration by hun- 
dreds of members of die religious 
police at the end of November, 
pr otesting the beatings at the 
Simla' Supermarket 

They marched after their noon 
congregational prayer in the main 
downtown mosque to the office 
of Prince Salman, the governor of 


Riyadh and brother or King 
Fahd. 

The U.S. consulates in Jeddah, 
Riyadh and Dhahran have issued 
written guidelines to Americans 
on how to handle harasse merit by 
the religious fanatics, advising it 
is best to avoid confrontations. 

But the bearded Muslim fun- 
damentalists, whose name literal- 
ly means “enforcers” of religious 
mores, appear to be on a con- 
frontation path. 

Several cases were reported of 
fanatics arresting drivers and 
their female passengers on 
charges of violating Islamic 
morality. “The rate is much high- 
er than previous years,” said one 
of the Saudis. 

More than one traveller from 
Saudi Arabia related the story of 
a Saudi woman doctor in Riyadh 
who was racing to her stricken 
brother's bedside in a chauf- 
fenred car when stopped by the 
mutawa. 

Her entreaties brought no mer- 
cy and when she became agitated, 
they took her to a local mutawa 
headquarters and lashed her. She 
was accused of being in “a sec- 
luded environment with a foreign 
male” — her expatriate driver. 

A traveller from Dhahran re- 
ported that the mutawa broke 
into a child's birthday party at a 
hotel set up by the parents for a 


group of expatriate friends. 

The mutawa broke in with 
“much shooting, gesticulating 
and screaming that ‘birthday par- 
ties are a Western abomination 
and do not have a place in Saadi 
Arabia," the traveller said. 

Saudi-based Arab and Western 
diplomats confirmed the 
accounts. 

Daring the Golf crisis, the sta- 
tioning in Saudi Arabia of hun- 
dreds of thousands of U.S., Brit- 
ish, French and other troops from 
societies the mutawa condemn as 
decadent galvanised the religious 
police. 

One of the incidents that in- 
censed them was a protest “drive- 
in” by several dozen women. 
Saudi women are forbidden from 
driving. 

The mutawa, many of them 
young volunteers, were Saudi 
robes that stand out from the 
national dress in ending above 
the heels. They carry canes or 
dubs. 

They ensure people stop for 
congregational prayers five times 
a day, not hesitating to beat those 
who don’t. They poke at women's 
arms and legs if the limbs are not 
properly covered. They frown 
upon the sight of a woman in a 
car with a man. They swoop 
down regularly on video casette 
shops. 


They knock on doors of ex- 
patriates when they find a large 
number of cars parked nearby. 
They then dash inside to search 
for evidence to offences — 
bareheaded women, alcohol and 
the like. 

The Kuwaiti daily Al Seyasseh 
tackled the subject in two weeks 
this December, with publisher 
Ahmad Jarallah printing a letter 
he said he had received from 
unidentified Saudi citizen about 
the excesses of the mutawa. 

“I was in my car with my wife," 
said the letter. “A mutawa in- 
serted his head into the car win- 
dow and yelled at my wife and 
myself, calling us shameless de- 
bauchees, only because my wife’s 
head was not covered.” 

One Saudi notable complained 
to reporters that his wife once 
lifted her veil to get a better look 
at some doth she was buying, 
when a mutawa scolded her. 

King Fahd has always advised 
the mutawa, whose organisation 
is called the “Department of the 
Preservation of Virtue and Pre- 
vention of Vice,” to enforce 
morality with wisdom and logic. 

Many Saudi mock the work of 
the department, calling it “de- 
partment of sheep” because of 
the indiscriminate harassment by 
the religous police. Bnt they still 
fear the mutawas zeal and the 
mystique that surrounds them. 
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Assad meets Iraqi opposition leader 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad met Iraqi 
Shiite opposition leader Ayatollah Mo h a mmad Baqer Al Haknn 
Sunday, officials said. They said Sheikh Hakim, head of the 
Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), was 
heading a SCIRI delegation. Sheikh Hakim’s group played a major 
role in a March rebellion in s outh ern Iraq against the government 
following the Gulf war. A SCIRI statement said Sheikh Hakim 
would hold talks with Syrian officials and Iraqi opposition figures. 
Several Iraqi Kurdish and Islamic opposition groups incSkbig 
SCIRI have representative offices in Syria. 

Hijacked Saudi tanker arrives in Jeddah 

CAIRO (R) — An oil tanker commandeered by Somali gunmen 11 
days ago has arrived in die Saudi Arabian port of Jeddah and the 
authorities appear to have ended the hijack, shipping sources said 
on Sunday. They said the crew of the 6,174-deadweight-tonne Sea 
Skipper had docked with the ship but they did not know what bad 
happened to the gunmen, who took over the tanker demanding 
political asylum in Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt or Canada. The 
sources said on Saturday that 204 armed men seized the Sea 
Skipper, which is Saudi-owned but flies the Panamanian flag, in 
Mogadishu harbour on Dec. 11. Vicious tribal fighting in the 
Somali capital has killed some 4,000 people and injured at least 
7,000 in recent weeks. The hijackers ordered the Indian captain to 
sail to Port Sudan where they made their demand for asylum. 
Sudanese authorities allowed 180 of them to land. The others 
forced the captain to sail to Jizan island off Jeddah. A Jeddah port 
official contacted by telephone said he had no information on the 
incident. Somalia, an impoverished desert country on the Horn of 
Africa, has been wracked by 11 months of anarchy which began 
after dictator Mohammad Siad Barre was ousted by rebels last 
January. 

i ■ 

5 Kurdish rebels killed in clashes 

ANKARA (AP) — Five Kurdish rebels were killed in a day-long 
clash with security forces is southeastern Turkey, semi-official 
Anatolia news agency reported. The agency -said information 
provided by a rebel captured previously led security forces to the : 
guerrillas at Solhan township in southeastern Bingol province. 
Kurdish separatist guerrillas have been waging war since 1984 to set 
up an independent Marxist Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey, 
where the borders of Iran, Iraq and Syria converge. There are 
about 12 million ethnic Kurds in Turkey, which has a population 59 
million. More than 3,000 people, including soldiers, civilians and 
separatist insurgents have been killed in dashes between Kurdish 
rebels and Tuikish security forces. 

Hammer and sickle down in Tehran 

NICOSIA (R) — The Russian tricolour was hoisted over the 
former Soviet embassy in Tehran Sunday, replacing the red 
hammer and sickle banner. The Iranian news agency IRNA said 
Tehran had been told in advance that Russia was taking over tbs 
embassy, following Thursday's announcement by Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin that he was taking control of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry. The hoisting of the Russian flag over the sprawling 
mission in Tehran brings back memories of a string of spectacular 
Iranian defeats at the hands of the Russian tsars. Under the Qajar 
Dynasty, the Persian empire signed a number, of humiliating 
treaties obliging it to give up its territories in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia. Among Persian losses were Yerevan, now capital of 
Armenia, the Azeri capital of Baku, the Turkmen capital of 
Ashkahabad and the ancient rides of Samarkand and Bukhara m 
what is now Uzbekistan. IRNA said the Supreme National Security 
Council met on Saturday night and announced that Tehran was 
ready to recognise the independent; republics emerging from the 
collapse of the Soviet Uition. ».rr re.: r r ■■ 
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U.S. fines oil firm for deaf with Libyan agent 

* 

HOUSTON (R) — The U.S. Treasury Department fined Fbibio 
Energy $22,500 for doing business with a Coastal Corporation 
affiliate identified as an agent of the Libyan government, a 
newspaper reported Saturday. Tbe Houston Chronicle reported 
that Phibro received the fine after issuing a letter of credit to. 
Hoi bom European Marketing Co. Ltd based in Cyprus. U.S. 
treasury officials said Phibro’s fine was reduced because it alerted 
U.S. officials immediately after discovering its deal with Holbum, 
the paper reported. Phibro officials said the letter of credit to 
Hoi bom — used to buy German fuel ofi — was supposed to be 
issued out to its London office, but said it was handled from its 
Greenwich, Connecticut, office, the paper said. Holbom was 
targeted by federal officials in August as one of dozens of firms 
controlled by Libya. For five years, U.S. trade with Libya has been 
banned as part of a widespread economic crackdown against Libya. ! 
The state-owned Libyan National Oil Co. acquired a controlling i 
interest in Holbom and two other Coastal affiliates earlier this , 
year. Houston-based Coastal continues to own one-third of, 
Holbom and its sister companies, the paper reported. Coastal , 
officials told the newspaper the company’s part-ownership breaks 
no laws and that the Holbom business accounts for only a fraction 1 
of the energy company’s total revenues. 

- 

Fleet of Pharaonic funeral boats found i 

CAIRO (R) — A dozen 5,000-year-old Pharaonic funeral boats 
have been unearthed in good condition in southern Egypt by a 
team of U.S. archaeologists, a Cairo newspaper reported Saturday. 
Tbe fleet of wooden boats, lying side by side and in good condition, . 
was found at a depth of nearly 30 metres near the Nile-side town of 
Sobag, 500 kilometres south of Cairo, the mass circulation daily 
Akhbar AlYom said. It quoted a member of the University of. 
Pennsylvania team as saying the vessels were about 500 years older 
than similar “solar boats” found in the 1950s near the Great; 
Pyramid of Cheops at Giza, near Cairo. The researchers were tcf. 
bold a news conference in the United States on Sunday -to 
announce the find, described by Akhbar Al Yom as “the n&sf 
important archaeological discovery of the 20th century.” Andes! 
Egyptians buried solar boats with their kings, or pharaohs^.!^ 
funeral vessels. They believed tbe monarehs needed two boats, dot 
for day and another for night, for their voyage to the other worfi. 
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RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KbaBdi Maternity. J. Ann ... 644281/6 
AJcdeh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcfeani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 843845 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdafa' 666127/37 

Al-Ahil. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreea 777101/3 

Al-Basfair . J. Ashrafidi 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674IS5 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 
n» Sina Hospital <09)986732 


Al Hikxna Modern Hospital 


(09)990990 


Princes Basina Hospi tal .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital <02)272275 

(bn Al NaTccs Hospital <02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... <03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
mem at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)33200-5, when it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


WmA Sanaa (RJ) 

9M Damascus (RJ) 

9:15 Riyadh (RJ1 

9:15 Jeddah (RJ) 


«• Dhahran (RJ) 

9=40 L&rnaca (RJ) 

9=45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


9--4S Dubai, Abu Dhobi (RJ) 

I®=30 Beirut (RJ) 

1 Bangkok (RJ) 

I7J5 Istanbul (RJ) 

MfcSO Casablanca „ Turns (RJ) 

19^0 Yerevan (RJ) 

Other Carriers (Terminal 2) 




... Abu Dhabi. Doha (OF) 
Puis (A F) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) mights 
(Terminal 1) 


Montreal l^ew York (RJ) 

11*0 Istanbul (RJ) 

- London (RJ) 

12s45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

13*90 GafaufRJ) 

13c08 Yerevan fRJ) 

1*39 Moscow ?RJ) 

2fc39 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2ft4S Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Muscat (R^) 


98:15 


1405 


Beirut (ME) 

— Cairo (MS) 

Paris (AF) 


Vjppet/lowcr price in Ohs per kg. 

Apple - 950/600 

Banana ....^ 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) 550 /SHI 


Cabbage 

Carrots IZ 


G rape fru it 




Guvs 

Lemon 







ftpperfbot) ... 

Pepper (sweet) ; 

Potato 
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{ Other flights (TeraM 2) 


950/600 
500 / 450 
550 / 500 
4507380 
150/100 
230-V 160 
220/ 170 
250/ 160 
520/450. 
200/140 
750 / 650 * 
-180/120 
900/800 
500 / 480“. 
180/120 
1507100 
300 / 250 
800/700 

1707120 . 

4 oar'i 5 D> 
340 £280 
380 7 320:' 
320/. 260. 
6007 500 
1507100 
400/350' 


. 
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reelected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian in- 
dustrialists have elected a new 
12-member board for the Amman 
Chamber of Industry led by Khal- 
domr Abu Hassan, who retained 
his post as president for a second 
rm. 

Altogether, 720 industrialists 
took pan in die voting Saturday 
at the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try headquarters on Jabal Am- 
man- Chamber sources said that 
voting lasted from 8 a.m. until 
&30 p.m., when the ballot boxes 
were dosed. 

The new board members, who 
will serve during the 1992-95 
period, belong to Mr. Abu Nas- 
sau's “ladnstrial Family Bloc,” 
except for Isam Bndeir, who rep- 
resents the Industrial Alliance 
Bloc. 

Mr. Abu Hassan received 579 
votes while Mr. Budeir, who 
heads .his bloc, received 330 
votes. 

The other winners were Ziyad 
A1 Himsi, Marwan Khirfan, 
Ahmad A1 Taher, Abdul Halim 
Abideen, Xmad A1 Shammaa, 
Abdullah Warayat, Mahmoud 
Hijjawi, Abdul Nour Habaibeb, 
Hassan A1 Mifleh and Abdul Ilah 
A1 Tabba. 

Four-teen other members, 12 
horn the Alliance Bloc, and two 
independents had nominated 
themselves as candidates for the 
board. 


JERUSALEM AFFAIRS UPDATE — Prime 

Minister Sharif Zen) Ben Shaker Sunday received 
in his office a delegation representing the 
Jerusalem-based Higher irfamir Committee 
the Council of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in Arab 
Jerusalem. The delegation conveyed to Sharif 
Zeid the best wishes of the Awqaf Department in 
Jerusalem and their congratulations to on his 
appointment as prime minister. The delegation 
also briefed Sharif Zeid on the conditions of 
Islamic Waqf in Jerusalem, particularly AI Aqsa 
Mosque and the situations of people attending 


Islamic Waqf in the holy Arab dty. The prime 
minister voiced the government's concern to 
provide all means capable of helping the Palesti- 
nian people In the occupied territories resist 
attempts to uproot them. Be also pledged the 
government's support to enable them to attend to 
their sacred duties in safeguarding Islamic Waqf. 
The meeting was attended by Minister of State for 
the Prime Ministry Affairs Ibrahim tzzeddin and 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs lrzeddin AI 
iniartfi AI 
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Ministry seeking cooperation in effort 
to upgrade educational system, official says 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education welcomes coopera- 
tion with academic institutions in 
Jordan to conduct research work 
designed to promote the educa- 
tional process and deal with 
issues in that field, announced 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
AI Hindawi Sunday. 

At present, the ministry is 
maintaining close cooperation 
with educationists and academics 
working in Jordanian universities 
to help carry out the resolutions 
of the 1987 Educational Confer- 
ence to enrich the. educational 
process in the Kingdom, the 
minister said in an address read 
on bis bebalfby-Dri Izzat JaraOaP 
horn the Ministry of Education. 

The address was delivered at 
the opening of an educational 
workshop organised in conjunc- 



Thouqan AI Hindawi 

lion with the Amman-based re- 
gional office of the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 


ESCO). 

In his address, the minister said 
that the workshop aims at pooling 
the expertise of the researchers 
and experts to help put the minis- 
try’s plans for overhauling the 
educational process into force. 

The 1987 resolutions called for 
a change of the ministry's schools 
textbooks, training teachers and 
ending the double-shift school 
system among other suggestions. 

UNESCO representative Salah 
Yaqoub told the opening session 
that research and innovation in 
education was of vital importance 
in an age of fast developments 
witnessing wealth of new in- 
formation, particularly in the 
advanced nations. 

Mr. Yaqoub stressed the im- 
portance of education in helping 
societies to raise their standards 
and to attain progress in social. 


industrial and cultural fields. 

He said that UNESCO was 
striving to help promote the level 
of education in a manner that 
would help nations face the re- 
quirements of the 21st century. 

Several working papers will be 
reviewed by the three-day work- 
shop dealing with educational re- 
search in Jordan, studies and 
research centres in relation to 
education and the needs of the 
ministry’s plans to develop the 
educational process in the King- 
dom. 

Representatives of the minis- 
tries of education, higber ednea- 
tioh, planning and Jordanian uni- 
versities as well as others from 
the ' United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) and UNESCO are 
taking part in the meetings. 


Jordanian, Australian university officials 
establishing student exchange programme 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Austra- 
lia are in the process of signing an 
agreement that would establish 
an exchange of university staff 
and students. 

Included in the agreement 
would be joint research projects 
and teaching materials between 
Deakm University in Melbourne, 
Australia, and Jordan and Yar- 
mouk Universities in the King- 
dom, according to Professor Wil- 


liam Logan, dean of the Faculty of 
Arts at Deakin University. 

Australia, opening its doors to 
overseas students and teachers, is 
home to almost half a million 
Arabs, mainly Lebanese, Egyp- 
tians, Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians. 

“The university has the biggest 
range of programmes for Arabic 
speaking countries,” Professor 
Logan told the Jordan Times. 

There is a double degree prog- 
ramme in Arabic and Business 
that is designed to educate the 
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CHARITY BAZAAR OPENED — University of Jordan 
President Fawzf Gfaaraibeh Sunday opened a charity bazaar 
orgasfscd by the Nursing College to help needy students a ttending 
the u ni v mity and poor famifies in Baqaa Camp. The bazaar 
I w hriw embroidery, handicrafts, traditional costumes, flowers, 
artificial Bowers, posters, children's toys, pictures and traditional 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent congratulates Japanese emperor 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan, 
the Regent, Sunday sent a cable to Japan's Emperor AJa Hi to 
congratulating kim on his birthday and wishing him continued 
good health and happines and the Japanese people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Bakhit appointed university president 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree has been issued appointing 
Mohammad Adrian AI Bakhit as University of Mutah president, 
succeeding Dr. A wad Khleifat, who was appointed Munster of 
Higher Education. Dr. Bakhit, who holds a doctorate degree m 
Islamic History fro m London Univeisity, was the University of 
Jordan's vice-president for Humanitarian Faculties Affairs. He 
has written many books and was selected as a member of the 
Royal Commission for Formulating the National Charier. 


new generation of businesss peo- 
ple in Australia “and that would 
enable more effective trade with 
the Middle East,” he said. 

“We also have a postgraduate 
programme in interpreting from 
English to Arabic and we train 
bilingual teachers. Professor 
Logan said. 

Australian students will also be 
studying in Jordan "to gain more 
experience in the culture of the 
Middle East," he said. Already 
there is a tentative agreement for 
two Anglo-Saxon women stu- 
dents to study at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 

Professor Logan said that the 
exchange agreement with Jordan 
and with other parts of the region 
is considered important, mainly 
for business reasons. “This region 
is an important trading block,*' he 
said. “The Arab states export oil 
to Australia while we export agri- 
cultural products to the Middle 
East and that will become even 
more important." 

He added that the Middle East 
is obviously strategically impor- 


tant and that aside from Austra- 
lians' interest in Arabic, "we are 
concerned about the Palestinian 
issue." 

Professor Logan has met with 
university officials as well as some 
heads of departments. "The main 
thing we are looking for is bow 
we can make these exchange ac- 
tive,” he said. “We spoke (with 
university officials) about creat- 
ing specific programmes because 
students vacations between the 
two countries do not fit well," he 
said. 

Accompanying Professor 
Logan is lecturer in charge of 
Arabic, Abdel Hakaam Kasem. 
“We have created a new centre, 
for Arabic and Middle Eastern 
studies," Mr. Kasem. 

This would encourage re- 
search, organising conferences 
and short courses in history and 
language, he said. 

The centre will begin opera- 
tions early next year. “Our ambi- 
tion is to make it tie main centre 
for Arabic and Middle Eastern 
studies,” Mr. Kasem said. 


JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS 


17-24 December 1991 
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

At Philadelphia Int’l Hotel 
Special Holiday Items 

-Christmas stockings, cookies & crafts 

- Embroidered casual wear 
-Embroidered bedcovers & cushions 

- Collector dolls in traditional dress 
-Leather & canaves handbags 
-Olive oil soap 

New Designs, colours & styles 
For more information call 628760/656872 
Help support this Save the Children project 
which provides supplemental income for hun- 
dreds of under-privileged women & their chil- 
dren. 


PSD reports 317 drug 
trafficking operations broken up 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public 
.Security Department (PSD) dealt 
with 171 drug trafficking cases 
between Jan. 1 and Nov. 30 this 
year, arresting 317 persons in- 
volved in the drug trafficking 
operations. Brigadier Izzeddin 
Zaza, the PSD’s Anti-narcotics 
Department director said Sun- 
day. 

These smugglers were found to 
have in their possession 4,943 
kilos of hashish, 20 kilos of he- 
roin, two kilos of opium, 768,747 
captagon pills as well as 322 
saplings of cannabis used in the 
manufacture of drugs. Brig. 7-aya 
said in a statement on the eve of 
Arab Police Day, which is nor- 
mally observed by Jordan and 
other Arab countries. 


The PSD plans to hold a cere- 
mony Tuesday in observance of 
the day during which several per- 
sons from the security services 
and the police will be honoured 
for distinguished service in mat- 
ters related to security and com- 
munity protection. 

According to Brig. Zaza, the 
police in Jordan have seized 25 
pistols and five automatic rifles 
being smuggled into the country 
during the past 11 months. He 
said that the smugglers claimed 
that the weapons were on their 
way to other Arab countries 
neighbouring Jordan. 

Referring to counterfeit curren- 
cy, Brig. Zaza said that in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis the police 
in Jordan seized $201,958, 3,605 


Kuwait dinars, 378,450 Iraqi di- 
nars and other unspecified 
amounts of currency, all counter- 
feit. 

Brig. Zaza said that Jordan's 
central geographic location 
makes it prone to smugglers' op- 
erations moving from one Arab 
country ro another. 

He said smuggling and drug 
trafficking operations have in- 
creased lately, mainly due to the 
rise in the price of drugs in 
countries where people consume 
them and also in view of econo- 
mic hardships which render peo- 
ple either unemployed or looking 
for some trade, he said. 

Brig. Zaza said his department 
bad made major successes over 
the past years in curtailing illicit 


operations, seizing contraband 
merchandise and apprehending 
smugglers. 

Brig. Zaza said, the number of 
drug addicts in the Kingdom is 
almost negligible. The addicts are 
mostly Jordanian students who 
had been receiving education in- 
foreign countries, be said. 

Drug addicts will have charges 
against them dropped if they 
proved to be willing to undergo 
treatment or if relatives report 
the cases to the police requesting 
help in their rehabilitation, he 
said. 

The PSD, Brig. Zaza added, 
keeps ail information about 
addicts in strict confidence to 
allow them an incentive to not 
return to the habit. 


Special department created at 
Ministry of Agriculture to 
address problems in field 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture recently created a 
special department to deal with 
agricultural affairs in the King- 
dom, according to department 
Director Walid Abed Rabbo. 

A dear agricultural policy for 
Jordan has been called for by the 
various seminars and conferences 
because the lade of it has been 
Mamed for most of the country’s 
agricultural woes. Dr. Abed Rab- 
bo said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, P e tra. 

In an address to a symposium 
held Dec. 4 in Amman Minister 
of Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
admitted that Jordan lacks a defi- 
nite agricultural policy. 

Dr. Khasawneh also told a 
seminar by veterinarians Tuesday 
that agricultural development in 
Jordan was in need of a dear 
strategy that can ensure con- 
tinued implementation of prog- 


Tbe lack of such policy has 
been the chief cause of problems 
encountered by the agricultural 
sector despite past efforts to 
boost production, the minister 
was quoted as saying. 

According to Dr. Abed Rabbo, 
an agricultural strategy can take 
care of the country's dealing* at 
the national, regional and inter- 
national levels. An agricultural 
strategy is needed .to iectify -the 
agricultural sectort course-- and 
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enable it to meet the needs of the 
nation. Dr. Abed Rabbo said. 

The strategy, to be worked out 
by the newly created department, 
would cover such matters as pro- 
duction, types of lands for agri- 
cultural production and socio- 
economic developme n t of far- 
mers and people involved in this 
sector, be said. 

One of the issues to be tackled 
in tins respect. Dr. Abed Rabbo 
added, is the continued encroach- 
ment of urban areas on agricultu- 
ral land. 

The Higher Agricultural Coun- 
cil in 1989 decided to establish a 
unit at the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture to take charge of the coun- 
try’s agricultural policy. The Ger- 
man government expressed readi- 
ness to back such an endeavour. 
Dr. Abed Rabbo noted. He said 
that Germany had promised to 
supply expertise, training and 
equi p m en t. 

Dr. Abed Rabbo said that the 
department aims at offering 
assistance to decision-makers at 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the agricultural sector 

The department, he said, has 
already embarked on defining its 
aims, the current problems facing 
agriculture and a study on inter- 
nal' and external circumstances 
that infl uence the oooutfyh agri- 
cultural sectary- 
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JUST REWARD — His Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday 
conferred upon the former secretary general of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Sami Suimaa*, Jordan's AI Kawkab Medal of the 
Second Order in appreciation of his dedicated service over 33 
years. Agriculture Minister Fayez Khasawneh decorated Dr. 
Sunnaa' with the medal in a special ceremony held at the ministry 
Sunday. The Cabinet recently agreed to pension Dr. Sunnaa’ from 
the Ministry at his request to assume a new post at the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Economic and Social 
Commission of Western Asia (ESCWA). Dr. Sunnaa' is currently 
head of the joint Political Department between FAO and ESCWA. 


UNRWA performance 
in 1991 praised 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The return of 
thousands of Palestinians from 
Kuwait during 1991 added strain 
on the resources of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA), especially in Jor- 
dan and Gaza, and increased the 
hardships and suffering of the 
Palestinian refugees, according to 
UNRWA CommissfoDer General 
Qter Turkmen. 

past year has been fuJLof 


danger and challenge for the 
agency but there arc signs of hope 
with the Middle East peace talks 
starting and an improvement in 
the situation in Lebanon, said 
Mr. Turkmen in a 1992 new 
year's message released by the 
UNRWA Amman office Friday. 

On the other hand, UNRWA 
staff-have dealt with a host of 
emergency ■ situations in 1991. 



Security, efficiency, wide scope of service means 
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Union Bank l : nr Sunups & hnvslmcni 

Dealing in currencies and gold 
requires expertise. 

Union Bunk for Savings iS: Investment 
offers competitive interest rates with 
access of drawing and depositing on 
your local and foreign currency 
deposits. Gold can also lx* deposited 
at 0% interest rate. 

Call us for more information. 



Union Bank For Sunnis & Iruv^lmenl 
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U.N. Charter 


needs revision 


THE NEW commonwealth of 11 former Soviet republics 
proclaimed at the end of the historic Ahna Ata summit is 
clearly the heir to what so far has been known as the Soviet 
Union. However, the transition from the former communist 
state to the new structure of independent states win not be 
smooth or strewn with roses. One of the first questions 
facing the new republics is what to do with the Soviet 
Union's permanent seat at the U.N. Security Counci] and 
other U.N. bodies. Russian leader Boris Yeltsin had recently 
admitted that the new political constellation “is not a state 
and therefore it can have no citizenship.” Based on 
international law it is now dear that die new order formed 
on the ashes of the Soviet Union is not a nation-state that 
may qualify for an independent and separate identity for 
United Nations purposes. Accordingly, the new political 
structures that emerged at the conclusion of the Alma Ala 
meeting is not the same as the Soviet Union in order to 
qualify for its permanent seat at the Security Conned and 
elsewhere where Moscow had traditionally enjoyed perma- 
nent place. 

Against this backdrop, the leaders of the new system of 
government have inclined in favour of requesting that the 
Russian Federation be designated as the state successor of 
the defunct Soviet Union. Bnt this is easier said than done. 
True the Russian Republic constitutes a nation-state for the 
purposes of U.N. membership, but it is not true that the 
Russian regime is the state successor of the collapsed Soviet 
Union in order to qualify for automatic membership as a 
permanent member of the Security Council. The Soviet 
Union was a founder member of the United Nations and its 
makeup, weight and clout are anything but similar to the 
gristing Russian state. In this sense, there is a crisis looming 
right now at the United Nations over what to do with 
Moscow's permanent seat in the Security Council. Far Gram 
being clear-cut or automatic, the United Nations may not by 
any stretch of imagination bestow on the Russian govern- 
ment an automatic permanent seat in the main U.N. body 
concerned with the maintenance of peace and stability in the 
world. There is no escape therefore from convening an 
international conference in order to revise the United 
Nations Charter in a bid to grant the Russian regime a 
permanent seat. There is no other lawful way that such an 
issue can be dealt with assuming that the international 
community and the big powers on the international scene 
are going to be supportive to sneb an idea in the first place. 
And once the pandora box is open and the U.N. Charter 
becomes subject of specific review, then the stage is set for 
the consideration of other proposed amendments aiming at 
correcting the existing imbalance in the Security Council 
with a view to making it more realistically representative of 
the mqjor powers in the world. On top of the list of would-be 
permanent members of the council could be Japan and 
Germany. In this sense, it is high time that a review 
conference be convened as a matter of highest urgency to 
address not only the future of the Moscow seat but also the 
futur e role of new major powers such as Japan and 
Germany. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE WASHINGTON peace talks ended inconclusively, with no 
fixed date for their resumptions. . . a sign that no breakthrough will 
be expected unless the U.S. administration chooses to interfere 
effectively and influence the course of the negotiations, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. The outcome of the ' Washington 
meetings clearly indicates that it is Israel, and not the United 
States, which has reaped the benefits of the end of the cold war 
and that it is Israel which stood to gain most with the curshing of 
the Iraqi military might, the paper said. It said that if the Unfted 
States administration chooses to remain impassive during the next 
round of negotiations, then it is not only President Gorbachev 
who is being scrapped, but rather the president of the United 
States who will fall under the repeated blows of the Zionist lobby. 
Should the peace process fail, said the paper, the United States 
will be the prime loser and world Zionism the major winner, the 
.paper added. The first round of bilateral talks in Washington 
came to sought simply because the U.S. administration, which 
had refused to allow the Europeans to have a say in the 
negotiations and excluded the Soviet Union from any influence 
over the parties, remained passive to Israel's intransigence and 
obstinacy, the paper continued. Should world Zionism have the 
upper hand, the paper said, then it would be a Zionist legitimacy 
and not an American legitimacy or a new world order that is being 
imposed on the fate of the world. But, the paper said, should the 
U.S. administration show its true intention and desire to give 
justice and international legitimacy a chance, it would have to 
force the Israelis to comply with the will of the United Nations 
and implement Security Council resolutions that can end occupa- 
tion and give the Palestinians their legitimate rights in their 
homeland. 


A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily dwelt on the role of UNICEF 
as a world organisation concerned with the well-being of children 
regardless of their nationality and geographic location. Ahmad 
Dabbas said this organisation had appealed to the world for a $85 
million as urgent need to buy food and medicine for the Iraqi 
children, but it failed to achieve the goal. UNICEF representative 
here, Nigel Fisher, has expressed regret over the failure to raise 
this vital donation and said the organisation can by no means 
come up with the necessary funds to finance such vital task to save 
the life of starving and sick children in Iraq, the writer pointed 
out. He said such expressi on of sympathy and good feelings can 
by no means absolve UNICEF of the blame for the failure to 
come to the aid of the destitute children now feting death. 
UNICEF is called on to free itself from American hegemony and 
cany out its h umanit arian task as entrusted to it in the U.N. 

charter, and should provide urgent assista n ce to the sick and 
starving children facing a plight resulting from the American-led 
aggression on the Iraqi people, said the writer. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Do they want peace or not? 


NO sooner had the Israeli-inspired wrangling over the date of the 
second-stage negotiations between it and the Arab parties was 
resolved in its favour than another bickering, once again 
manipulated and orchestrated by Israel, erupted over the separate 
rooms being set for the Jordanian and Palestinian negotiating 
teams. Tel Aviv appears to still insist that the joint Jordanian- 
Paiestmian delegation must be assigned only one conference 
room to maintain the semblance of unity between the two Arab 
teams even fooiqpi everyone knows, including Israel, that the 
joint delegation will have to split up into two negotiating teams in 
view of foe collectively agreed-upon formula of assigning two 
separate agendas for cadi tide. Again Israel is splitting hairs over 
issues that would not determine the outcome of the projected 
peace talks on foe Middle East. By maintaining its petty stance, 
the Israeli government of Yitzhak Shamir is confirming over and 
over again that it seeks to delay consideration of substantive 
issues for as long as necessary in order to tire out all the parties 
concerned. And when the late-arriving Israeli negotiation teams 
took issue with foe mandate of the Washington's peace parleys by 
insisting that they have been charged with the task of discussing 
only procedural matters rather than substantive subjects, the 
Washington stage for negotiations was rendered an exercise in 
futility. In this vein, foe bead of the Israeli delegation served 
notice on all parties, including foe U.S., the host country, that his 
delegation will not extend its stay in the American capital beyond 
Wednesday since they are there only to discuss the venue of foe 


next meetings. 

Such persistent Israeli manipulation of foe Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, with a view to reducing them to futile exercises, requires a 
firm response from the U.S. before the conditions of the talks 
deteriorate into an unredeemable impasse. It must be obvious to 
die U.S. by now that Mr. Shamir is bent on degra ding foe serious 
and bona fide efforts aiming at resolving once and for all the 
Arab-Israeli conflicts in afl their dimensions. With foe other 
cohost country, the Soviet Union, lying on its death bed, the 
focus of foe international attention is dearly directed to U.S. 
President George Bush and his team to save the painstakingly 
arranged peace talks from a sadden collapse. If there was ever an 
occasion for the Bush administration to make its weight felt and 
its voice heard, it was in the U.S. capital where the Arab sides 
were' making a genuine effort to commence substantive and 
meaningful talks with Israel. 

Now that foe issue over bow to proceed with foe negotiations 
with die Palestinian side remained unresolved, and Israeli- 
Jordanian peace talks continued, as a result, to be held in 
abeyance, there is a genuine fear that the faith and confidence of 
foe Arab side in foe U JS.-brokered peace talks would dissipate in 
no time rendering foe overall dimate that much mare sceptical 
and negative. And when one adds foe gloom that still surrounds 
tiie Syrian-Israeli peace discussions, the picture that emerges from 
the Washington peace talks is one of despondency and dejection. 

What all such negative developments in the peace process could 


mean for the security and stability of the Middle East region and 
beyond is something that calls for early assessment and reckonings 
It is a foregone conclusion that foe early beneficiaries of any 
persistent deadlock in the quest for a just, durable peace in the 
area would be the forces of extremism who would readily remind 
all that the policies of those who championed the pe ace p rocess 
are bankrupt to the core and are irredeemable for all intents and 
pmposes. Of course, they would not have to look far to 
substantiate and vindicate their protestations against the U.S.-led 
peace talks. Suffice to quote verse and chapter from the Israeli 
prime minister’s most recent pronouncements, on the eve and in 
the wake of the peace talks, that Israel is not about to yield cue 
inch of Arab territories, es peciall y in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, the fu t ur e is being held up, till a future date, only God 
knows, when'. 


One has to be awfully naive to expect the ongoing process to 
produce much without foe active involvement of the U.S. If 
Washington has also prescribed to the Israeli request for a U.S. 
handoff policy, then there is no point in pursuing the peace 
process one day longer. This calls for a most direct question from 
the Arab side to be put before the highest authorities in 
Washington, and, in turn, requires a most direct answer. Unless 
and until such information is forthcoming, foe peace parleys 
would amply enter a dark alley from which it may never extricate 
itself. 
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message that economy hurting him 


By Steve Holland 

•Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush has finally gotten 
the message that foe stalled U.S. 
economy is hurting him badly and 
is struggling to convince the 
American people that he can 
solve foe problem. 

“We’re aware of foe problem, 
we feel its effect and we're going 
to do something about it," said a 
senior administration official. 

Until this week Mr. Bush had 
maintained a go-slow approach, 
reflecting arguments from top 
advisers that foe economy is fun- 
damentally sound and low in- 
terest rates and low inflation will 
cause it to bloom again eventual- 
ly- 

The abrupt change in strategy 
— from easy-does-it to an open 
admission that times are tough — 
came to the fore on Tuesday, a 
day after Samuel Skinner took 
over as White House chief of staff 
from John Sununu, a combative 
man who believed in shielding 
Mr. Bush. from bad news. 

New public opinion polls show- 
ing the president with the lowest 
approval rating since he entered 
the White House nearly three 
years ago reinforced what he has 
been hearing from outsiders rang- 
ing from heads of fortune 500 
corporations to blue-collar work- 
ers. 


Administration spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwaler signalled foe 
change in approach in telling 
reporters that the economy was 
“recession-like.” 

“The people of this country 
know that foe economy is in 
trouble and it doesn't make any 
sense to play games," he said. - 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Mr. Bush said in a television 
interview that he would no longer 
quibble about whether foe eco- 
nomy was in recession because he 
preferred to “get on with the 
business at hand" of ridding the 
country of hard times. 

“What we're saying is: we are 
trying to help. And we've got to 
get this country doing better,” 
Mr. Bush said in interviews with 
affiliates of foe ABC television 
network. 

Mr. Bush said he could 
“guarantee" an economic recov- 
ery “if I am effective in getting 
through the Congress foe propos- 
als 1 , willjxwe to them at .the state ’ 
of tire union" address in January. . 

Mr. Bush's popularity has been 
in free-fall in foe polls simul- 
taneous with foe economic down- 
turn after he achieved 90 per cent 
approval ratings during foe Gulf 
war. 

A senior official said Mr. Bush 
realises he must come up with an 
economic programme to rally 
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people behind him because simp-, 
iy admitting the problem and 
promising to fix it is not enough. 

“Unfortunately, that’s not 
what gets foe people saying ‘great 
going’,” the official said. 

The White House is sticking to 
a timetable of Mr. Bush present- 
ing a broad economic action plan 


on Jan.. 28 in his annual State of 
foe Union address. 

But it is trying to show that Mr. 
Bush is not standing still in the 
meantime. 

He will be in Dallas on 
Wednesday to sign a $151 billion 
transporation bill that is supposed 
to create two million jobs in six 


years. 

From Dec. 30 to Jan. 10, be 
will be touring Australia, Singa- 
pore, South Korea and Japan in a 
trip now being touted as an effort 
to expand foreign markets for 
U.S. exports. Last month he 
postponed foe trip fearing foe 
perception be was spending too 
much time on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Bush has always straggled 
with a perception problem due to 
his roots as a wealthy preppy 
aristocrat. He - ■ has never been 
able ot shed the image in spite of 
his years as a Texas oilman. 

Former President Richard Nix- 
on recently advised Mr. Bush that 
he and Vice President Dan 
Quayle should not be photo- 
graphed so frequently playing 
golf and tennis. 

In remarks on Tuesday by tele- 
phone hookup to a New Hamp- 
shire education meeting, Mr. 
Bush stressed he sympathised 
with the state’s economic distress 
and was not standing pat 

“Your state is suffering and T 
know it I can feel it In a sense. 
Fro. 1 . a. ^neighbour there. But. 5 1 
believe" we just have to stay in- 
volved in the shortest run possi- 
ble to help people who are hurt- 
ing,” he said. 

Once he lays out bis State of 
the Union economic plan, Mr. 
Bush is expected to travel across 
the country in an effort to drum 
up popular support for his prop- 
osals. 


By Nobuhlsa Honjo 


The following article is reprinted 
from foe Japanese magazine 
Look Japan. 

AT first glance, allegations that 
the Japanese lack religious faith 
seem to be accurate. Hie shoe 
most certainly fit left-leaning in- 
tellectuals, who, influenced by 
Marx, typically reject religion as 
no better than superstition. Other 
factors contributing to their appa- 
rent lack of faith include the 
military government's use of 
Shinto to whip up patriotism din- 
ing World War n, a heritage 
which has bred wariness of that 
ancient native religion. Buddhism 
is no more attractive; priests mar- 
ry, eat meat, and drink alcohol, 
in defiance of the religion’s ban, 
and intellectuals consider r unning 
a temple less an expression of 
religious faith than a lucrative job 
in the funeral business. 

Among the wider population 
too, Shinto and Buddhism fail to 
inspire religious fervor, Shinto 
shrines and Buddhist temples are 
little more than die traditional 
venues for consecrating mar- 
riages, births, funerals, and foe 
New Year. This year 80 million 
Japanese made a New Year’s 
pilgrimage to a temple or a 
shrine, but few among them 
would consider themselves 
faithful. 

To conclude, however that foe 
Japanese are completely lacking 
in religious faith would be prema- 
ture. White traditional religions 
remain static, new ones are estab- 
lishing large followings through 
active proselytising. It is esti- 
mated that between 10 and 20 per 
cent of foe population professes 
faith in foe new religion or 
another. 


Joining the flock 


World War II; Japan's defeat 
turned foe population against 
pre-war values. 

The common factor in these 
revivals was social crisis' both 
occurred during periods which 
saw permanent-seeming systems 
overthrown and long-held values 
suddenly made irrelevant. The 
resulting vacuum left people 
without guiding principles, and 
great numbers turned to religion 
to fiU it. 

Today’s revival has similar ori- 
gins. Unable to deliver on its 
promises, Marxism has toppled in 
country after country. The phi- 
losophy that once held great sway 


with Japan’s young is now an 
object of derision, with no new 
ideology poised to supplant it. 
Moreover, Japan’s populace, more 
than satisfied in its material 
wants, is turning its attention to 
higher rewards. Like Western 
hippies in the 1960s whose afflu- 
ence allowed them to reject then- 
parents’ lifestyles and leave main- 
stream society in search of spir- 
itual fulfillment, today’s Japanese 
youth can afford to dedicate 
themselves to new religious 
orders. 

The most popular new religions 
add to their ceremonies such mys- 
tical flourishes as spell-casting. 


supernatural powers, and occult 
rituals. This mysticism offers 
adherents a way to transform 
themselves from ordinary people 
to higher beings. 

Due to its astounding g r owth , 
the Institute for Research in Hu- 
man Happiness, better known 
simply as foe Science of Happi- 
ness, has received the most atten- 
tion. Founded in 1986 with four 
members, it had converted 4,000 
by 1988. By the end of 1991, its 
followers numbered nearly five 
million, and foe group hopes 10 
milli on of Japan’s 123 mini on 
people will be members by foe 
end of 1992. 


The Science of Happiness’ pro- 
selytising success is doe to its 
large and well-condeved adver- . 
rising campaig n* in television, 
radio, newspapers and maga- 
zines. The institute retains 
Japan's largest ad agency, and 
spends a total of 7J5 billion yen 
($58 million) on advertising each 
year. Moreover, its founder 
Ryuho Olcawa’s more than 100 
books, which are, he says, col- 
laborative efforts with higher 
spirits, have sold 27 million 
copies. 

' Since foe discrediting of Marx- 
ism, which purported to predict 
foe future in scientific terms,. 


Japan calls this phenomenon 
tire Third 


Religous Awakening. 
The first coincided with foe Meiji 
Restoration of 1868, when the 
Tokugawa Sbognuate was over- 
thrown, imperial rale restored, 
and a modern state created. The 
u p ro o t i ng of the centuries-old, 
samurai-dominated political, eco- 
nomic, and social systems in- 
spired anxiety in the population, 
which turned to religion for reas- 
surance. The second happened 
amidst foe turbulence following 




Wingless Hermes 


To the Editor: 


I u s u a ll y he sitate to criticise anything when I »m a visitor in a 
country but I am, for the first tune in twenty years experience in 
international marketing, driven to register a complaint in the 
hope that it might improve matters. . 

The sad state of Jordanian mail services throughout 1991 is such 
as to make A mman as a base for a regional office increasingly 
unworkable. My company, un l ik e many foreign ones, has been 
here for i5 unbroken years, bnt in order to trade with the world 
outsute Jordan we require a reliable postal service. Receiving, as I 

have throughout foe year, visit letters, franked mEmopedotiog 
up to ax months before is appalling. 

For ap unacceptably long time we have been incurring 
increased costs using a courier service to compensate for foe 
imprefoctable mail service, but this is not tenable in a longer term. 
To improve the mail service sorely would not require any capital 
expenditure but only better management of existing staff, os 

employment of more staff (thus reducing the unemployment 
level). 

TTie sum total of my experience over foe past 18 months in 
Jordan makes me hesitate to recommend Amman as a regional 
base for any co mp any. , 

N. Crai g, .. 

O. Box 926438, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions fro* 
readers an any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intends 
Publication, however, should contain the writer's fuB name 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only 1 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subia 
editing. The newqjqper is not responsible for the return of cj 
nwmsctipCL 
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Administration aides admit 
Mr. Bush has a communications 
problem because when he identi- 
fies strong elements in foe eco- 
nomy, he is seen as being out of 
touch with people who are suffer- 
ing. 

“It is a tough and delicate 
line,” White House Communica- 
tions Director David Demarest 
said in a recent interview. 

One of a group of real estate 
executives who met Mr. Bush 
earlier this month said Mr. Bush 
complained to them about the 
perception problem that if he says 
stay foe course, people say he is 
out of touch with reality. 

“We told him what you need to 
do is be realistic because your 
credibility is important, and come 
out with a programme to do 
something about it,” said Ernest 
Randall, president of the Nation- 
al Association of Industrial and 
Office Parks. 

Mr. Bush’s problems are com- 
pounded by rigid constraints on 
his room for man oe uvre .-Cutting 
taxes to stimulate foe economy 
fisfcs increasing ih'e^^defidt 1 — 
which could drive interest rates 
ujp? choking off' borrowing 
needed to feel a recovery. 

On top of the economic dilem- 
ma he faces, Mr. Bush must 
steer any economic initiatives 
through a Congress controlled by 
the Democratic opposition, who 
are intent on unseating him in the 
1992 election. 


many Japanese have turned to 
spiritualists and - prophets for 
dues about the future. Moreover, 
Nostradamus predicted the wodd 
would end in 1999, and many 
Japanese are hedging their bets. 
The cold war is over, the interna- 
tional community is groping to- 
ward a new world order, and 
there is uncertainty about the 
future the world over. History 
has shown that, in periods of 
instability, the anxious seek help 
from those calling themselv es 
prophets and servants of God. No 
matter what foe f u t u re holds for 
the rest of us, the outlook for the 
new religions is bright indeed. 
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dsair acquitted of murder 
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(Continued from pap 1) 


out was planted by die real kil- 
:teis. . 

His lawyers said that Kahane 
wa&JriHed.by dissident members 
of . the JDL over a feod about 
missing money .that was sup- 
posedly to fond a seminary in 
Israel. 

" ."There was no witnees that saw 
, Nosair shoot Meir Kahane,” said 
civfl rights lawyer William Kurts- 
ter, who defended Mr. Nosair 




p 


n 


afcr 


lerfe* 

the ft 

eafc 


aleat 

Ir.fe 


ifk» 

f • 

naic 
ib ( ia 

jndtsi 

< si 

id fit 
eNar- 
culi 

ana 
ms: 
:.G* 
ear 
IflEft- 
rea ± 
inwr 
m. 

QIC (it 

usbc 

inj™ 

troW' 

D00,5 

tumac 


Gorbachev 

(Contbaoed from page 1) 

troops, but Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin has won ultimate 
control. over the nuclear button. 
. When asked about what kind 
of man he found Mr. Yeltsin to 
be, Gorbachev replied: “I think 
the phenomenon of Yehan is still 
to be revealed ... we hope be is 
folly aware of the great responsi- 
bility ora bis shoulders ... he still 
has yet to understand that. 

“I wish he could always be 
consistent ... 1 wish be were more 
democratic. 1 wouldn't hurt 

Kim 9% 

DUD. 

Mr. Gorbachev said he had 
been offered posts at various 
U.S. universities and had re- 
ceived “serious and interesting 
proposals’* as well from Japan, 
Germany and France. 

“I will try to combine them 
with ray political and social activi- 
ties here,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

But be made dear he had no 
intention of leaving the country. 

'‘First of ah, I was born in this 
country. I have lived and will live 
here. I have no plans to break 
•with this country, particularly at a 
time .like this,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said. 

Mr. Gorbachev conceded he 
made mistakes as be pushed the 
Soviet union towards a more 
opes society with a free-market 
economy. 

“The system had to change and 
to change the system is hard ... I 
must tell you I do not call into 
question the choice of fun- 
damental re for m. As for the fact 
that it was accompanied by a 
severe worsening of people’s ev- 
eryday life, 1 think it was not 
without miscalculations,” be said. 

Questioned about U.S. policy 
towards the changing Soviet Un- 
ion, Mr. Gorbachev said be 
found President George Bush 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker to be ‘'realistically- 
minded politicians.” - 

Bqthe added: If you tak&a 

closer look at the nuances and. die 
niceties, it wasn't only us who 
made miscalculations.” 

He did not elaborate on his 
views of U.S. policies. 

On Saturday, a senior U.S. 
official said the United States is 
‘Very satisfied” with the accord 
reached in Kazakhstan to dissolve 
the Soviet Union and form the 
new commonwealth. 


with two other lawyers. He sard 
be would appeal the convictions. 

“The jury has spoken. We are 
preparing sentencing,” said 
Assistant District Attorney Wil- 
liam Greenbaum. who prose- 
cuted the case. He declined furth- 
er comment. 

^ Mr. Nosair came to the United 
States from Egypt in 1981 and 
became a citizen in 1989. 

He was bom in Port Fouad, 
Egypt, a small city a few kilom- 
retres from Port Said. His Father, 
Abdul Aziz Nosair Al Masri, is a 
retired naval construction work- 
er. 

Hie courtroom was guarded by 
more than 36 court officers, an 
unprecedented security detail, 
when the verdict was announced. 

After the jury announced its 
decision and had been ushered 
from the courtroom. Kahane’s 
supporters wept hysterically, and 
shouted, “nekoma,” the Hebrew 
word for revenge. 

“A Jew was murdered by 
them,” said one Kahane suppor- 
ter, pointing to Mr. Nosair's sup- 
porters. 

Then, pointing to the empty 
juTy box, be said, “that was no 
jury of our peers.” 

“We will continue to demand 
that justice be done against the 
murderer of rabbi Kahane, may 
his blood be avenged,” said 
Baruch Maize 1, spokesman for 
Kahane's Kach movement. 

“We know that if justice is not 
done, then a Jew will rise up who 
will do justice in this matter,” 
Mr. Maize! added in an interview 
with Israel Radio. 

Another Kach spokesman 
Noam Federman, said on army 
radio, ‘T am sure there are good 
Jews in the United States who, if 
justice is not done as it should, 
will not let the matter pass quiet- 
ly.” 

Asked what he meant. Mr. 
Federman said. “They can cer- 
tainly see to it that justice is 
done.” 

“In what way?” the reporter 
persisted. 

“In every way,” Mr. Federman 
replied. 


Shamir: Israeli goal peace for peace 


(Goutfamed from page 1) 

ter and we hope that during the 
second meeting in Washington 
we'll be able to convince the 
Arab side (that) to be more effi- 
cient, it’s better to negotiate here 
around the Middle East and even 
in Europe,” Mr. Katzav told re- 
porters after a weekly cabinet 
meeting. 

The bilateral talks, which ad- 
journed in Washington last week, 
are to resume there on Jan. 7. 

Israel's talks with a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian team, 
Lebanon and Syria have been 
plagued by disputes over dates 
and venues. 

The peace talks were launched 
by a U.S.-Soviet sponsored con- 
ference in Madrid on Oct. 30. 

Israel says talks closer to home 
would facilitate government con- 
sultations. It also believes nego- 
tiations in the Middle East — 
opposed by the Arab side — 
would symbolise Israel’s recogni- 
tion by its neighbours. 

The talks aim to end the 43- 
year-old Arab- Israeli conflict de- 
spite Israeli rejection of direct 
negotiations with independent 
Palestinian negotiators. Little has 
been achieved by the talks be- 
tween other Arab negotiators and 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Katzav, close to Mr. Sha- 


mir, said: “We hope during the 
next meeting in Washington there 
will be more fruitful and con- 
structive talking.” 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said Thursday multilateral 
Middle East peace talks would be 
held in Moscow on Jan. 28 and 29 
despite political turmoil in the 
fast-disintegrating Soviet Union. 

The multilateral talks, aimed at 
discussing arms control, water 
and other regional issues, are 
open to virtually any country. 

Settler- bank dispute 

Jewish settlers in the occupied 
Golan Heights said Sunday re- 
cent bank foreclosures on their 
property were tied to fears Israel 
may return the strategic region to 
Syria in a future peace agree- 
ment. 

“The banks are worried that 
the government will make con- 
cessions of some kind here on the 
Golan Heights, and the banks 
will come out of it with nothing,” 
said Menachem Pudem, secretary 
of the Moshav Avnei Eitan col- 
lective settlement 

“At the moment, 1 think this is 
the reason for the banks' swoop- 
ing down on us,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Avnei Eitan owes banks about 
S2.5 million. 


Syria has set the return of the 
plateau as a condition for any 
future peace treaty with Israel. 
Israel, which s eased the area dur- 
ing the 1967 Middle East war, 
gall* the Heights essential for its 
“security.” 

Members of the settlement bar- 
ricaded a major Golan road with 
burning tyres Sunday. They said 


the protest would intensify Mon- 
day with a strike by most of the 
region’s settlements. 

Settlers blame their credit woes 
on high interest rates set during 
the soaring inflation of the early 
1980s. 

But a senior bank official who 
declined to be indentrfied said 
foreclosure procedures began 


long before the Middle East talks 
opened in Madrid on Oct. 30. 

“The settlers are using the 
peace talks as a smokescreen for 
the real issue, the fact that they 
have debts they have not repaid,” 
he said. 

Mr. Sharon told army radio on 
Sunday that Israel was going to 
build thousands of houses for 


Jews in the occupied territories 
next year, continuing a construc- 
tion boom to house 350,000 new 
Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

Mr. Sharon named the occu- 
pied West Bank, Gaza Strip, the 
Golan Heights and Arab East 
Jerusalem as well as Arab areas 
within Israel's pre-1967 borders 
as sites for the new construction. 


Palestinian team returns home 


(Continued from page 1) 

were wounded by soldiers in 
Bureij refugee camp, the sources 
said, while Israel Radio said three 
Palestinians were hurt in clashes 
with soldiers in Gaza City. 

Palestinians said violence had 
flared again in the Gaza Strip 
after a brief lull following the 
peace conference in Madrid in 
late October. 

Earlier this week soldiers 
wounded some 30 Palestinian de- 
monstrators in the Gaza Strip. 
Palestinians described that inci- 
dent as the most violent in over a 


year. 

Also on Saturday, soldiers 
arrested some 30 Palestinians in 
the Ramallah area in the occu- 
pied West Bank suspected of 
belonging to the fundamentalist 
Hamas organisation, Israel Radio 
said. 

The radio said the suspects 
were staging a ceremony to mark 
four years since the founding of 
Hamas in the occupied territor- 
ies, Israel has banned the orga- 
nisation. 

An army spokesman said 
masked Palestinians marched in 
the area, chanting slogans against 
the peace process. 




COMPANIES, BANKS and DIPLOMATIC MISSION 

Give your distinguished clients a personalized Desk Clock made out of 
Brazilian Semi Precious Gems. They will remember you for years to come. 

Other' items available with. special prices at:- - • ■ 

, • • - ■ 

DAJANI JEWELLERS S.A. 

WORLD RESOURCES 

Amra Hotel shopping Center - 6th Circle — Tel. 827118 


0H JHHKUS0H OF 

owsm AND Ml KW rui 




Extends its best wishes to 
you and as always offers 
you the best quality of 

X-mas Log 

m 

with chestnuts 
as well as 

the thristaus take 


in addition to the best 
kinds of 


m 

Cakes, Petit beaurre, Pasta, Chocolates, Ice Creams. 

The company is pleased to welcome you to the centrally heated hall for 
birthday parties and other joyful occasions. - 

m 

Soon we will offer you selected assortments of hot and cold sandwiches. 
A hlan Wa Sahlan. . . Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!! 
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OPENING UP TODAY AT 5:00 P.M. 



Deluxe European Standard Pastries + Cakes: 

& Blitz torte 

Hr Chantilly special 

H- For§t noir 

H'Sacher torte 

Hr Apple strudel 

Hr Tiramisu 

Hr Carrot cake 

Hr Prune armagnac mousse 
and much more 

Order yoor X-mas + New Year cakes + boche de Noel 

Daily between 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. at 825000 

The Location 

m 

Abdouvi - Sweffleh . - ( , 

To ADdoi>] Ijj Sh CWfl 

Orthodox Club 



JORDAN TIMES 
TEL 667171 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
. DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
1 CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
j_AND . RESERVATIONSJ 


AMIN K A1MAR A SONS 

tel 604676 60469b 
P O BOX 7806 


G 



A 

aJ 


§ CROWN | 

2 INT’L EST. 3 
| Packing, shipping, m 

h forwarding, storage, ■ 
y clearing, door-to-door m 
m service 1 

Air. Sea and Land “ 





Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sate. 

For further details, please 
call 

iAbdoun Real 


(Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 81 @§20, 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Rats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


Jutt call NIOAL 



REALTOR 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AM MAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


QQ^QO 


687821/22 


FOR RENT 


DELUXE S 5UFEK DELUXE 


APARTMENTS VILLAS 
A SEMI VILLAS 


GET THE BEST AT 


JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


JUST CALL 



The first & belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman. near 
Ahltyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m . 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63*968 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bsrbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\Opea ILJO-JM £■ AflfrlJ-a* Jiuiv f 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
pfeL 661922, Amman 

Cnee Tasted 

tjjL, /Dwujs Lci/cd 




AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12:00 - ISM & 18-30 - 2330 

Tel: 03-314415 



l International Cuisinel 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman \ 
Third Circle Tel . 6/5060 - 6/50nt 


On The Occasion Of Christmas 

offers a 40% discount on 

SWAROVSK1 
Austrian crystal items 
The offers last until the end of 1991. 

Jabal Amman - Second Circle, 
tel: 641816-642397 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 
sfM 30 % torpor 
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Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


J 
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The Regency Palace Hotel 


It 


LO^Y LOUNGE 





DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 




The First Class Hotel in 
* Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAINITEL 

|U2«|I|I= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO0o- 9403 - Fax 602-134 
Teie^ 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



S 


gtlench 


(cwJine 


Saturday SHOOTER NIGHT 
Sunday COCKTAIL NIGHT 
TbMday WINE & CHEESE 
Wednesday LADIES NIGHT 
Friday CASUAL &. DARTS 


819564 - Abdoun 


i ■ 
\\ 


■I 
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Wright back from injury with 4 goals 


LONDON (R) — ArsenaJ striker 
Ian Wright made sure Highbury 
hosted the match of the day by 
scoring four times as the English 
champions beat Eveiton 4-2. 

Absent from Arsenal's past 
five matches because of injury, 
the England international re- 
turned to work with a vengeance, 
seizing his second hat-trick of the 
season after only 26 minutes. 

His fourth goal thudded home 
in the 70th minute. 

The top of the first division 
remained unchanged, however. 

Leaders Manchester United, 
hoping to go four points dear, 
had to take the day off when their 
match against Aston Villa was 
postponed because of a waterlog- 
ged Old Trafford pitch. 

Second-placed leeds play at 
Nottingham Forest knowing that 
a win will take them back to the 
top until after Christmas. 

Liverpool squandered a ninth- 
minute lead at home to Manches- 
ter City but drew 2-2 with a late 
equaliser by Steve Nicol. City had 
scored twice in six minutes in the 
second half. 


In Scotland, Hearts kept cm 
course for their first title since 
1960 with a 1-0 victory at St 
Mirren thanks to a 67th minute 
goal by John miliar. *. 

Champions Glasgow Rangers 
beat Dundee United 2-0 at home 
to stay two points behind. 

Wright, who joined Arsenal 
two months ago from Crystal 
palace, took his tally for the 
season to 17 with his four strikes. 

But it was Eveiton who scored 
first, Polish international Robert 
Waizycha hitting home in the 
third minute. 

Wright' replied from close 
range a minute later and was 
there again at the far post to tap 
Arsenal 2-1 ahead after 13 mi- 
nutes. 


The wind, gusting in Arsenal's 
favour in the first half, hindered 
their efforts after the break but 
there was no stopping Wright, 
despite a booking for a foul on 
John Ebbrell. 


Limpar set up the fourth goal, 
splitting the Everton defence with 
a cross from the right that Wright 
turned into the net. 

Another London side, 
Chelsea, emulated Arsenal with a 
4-2 victory over Oldham, Clive 
Allen scoring twice. 

Dennis Wise put Chelsea 
ahead with a fifth-minute penalty 
add Allen made it 2-0 20 minutes 
later. 


Scottish international Mo 
Johnston equalised with his 
second goal in three matches for 
the Meraeysaders since his costly 
move from Glasgow Rangers. 

Wright completed his bat-trick 
by sweeping in a low cross from 
Swedish international Anders 
Limpar. 


■ 

Oldham never gave in and 
came back through Ian Marshall 
in the 31st. Paul Elliott restored 
Chelsea's two-goal advantage 
shortly before the interval. 

Marshall grabbed a second goal 
in the second half to keep alive 
the viators’ hope? of plundering a 
late draw but Allen sent the fans 
home happy by scoring in the last 
minute. 

Liverpool's Welsh striker Dean 


Saunders, who savoured his first 
league goal since August 
Wednesday, scored again. 

It resulted from a blunder by 
Manchester City goalkeeper 
Tony Coton who fumbled a low 
shot as he dived and let the ball 
bobble over the line. 

David White's two goals for 
City came from superb, tightly- 
angled chips over goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar. 

Sheffield Wednesday tightened 
tber grip on third place with a 2-0 
win over Wimbledon. Ireland in- 
ternational John Sheridan scored 
both goals. 

Load rivals Sheffield United, 
the relegation escape artists of 
last season, picked up another 
valuable point at West Ham de- 
spite being reduced to 10 men in 
the 66th minute. 

Brian Gayle's dismissal stung 
them into action and they took 
the lead through Brian Deane in 
the 84th minute. 

Julian Dicks, returning after 
14 months out with a knee injury, 
equalised from the penalty spot 
three minutes later. 




When Regular Gift Wrap 

Leaweslfbu Hat 






Stuff N Puff 


Rises to the Occasion 




Also Available At 
p RAU*N^RT Abdoun 
p Occasion Center Sweifieh 
p Wadi Saqra BookShop 
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Lopez 


retains 


WBC title 


SEOUL (R) — Ricardo Lopez of 
Mexico retained his World Box- 
ing Council straw-weight title 
with a 12-round unanimous 
points verdict over South Korean 
Lee Kyung-Yun in Inchon Sun- 
day. 

Despite suffering a cut over his 
left eye in the ninth round, the 
23-year-old Lopez dominated his 
South Korean challenger, who 
landed few effective blows. 

The three judges scored the 
fight in favour of the undefeated 
champion 118-110, 116-112 and 
120-107. 

Both fighters began briskly, 
trading hard punches from the 
bell, and the bout quickly de- 
veloped into a non-stop slugging 
match. 


From the fifth, Lopez, exploit- 
ing his speed and greater reach, 
began to pile up points with 
vicious jabs and short hooks. 

The champion pushed the 
South Korean to a corner in the 
12th round and landed a flurry of 
unanswered blows, but failed to 
snatch a knockout. 

Thc ; 7 Wm boosted the cham- 1 ' 
pion’s record, to 28 .wins, 2Q of 
them by knockouts, with no de- 
feats. 

In the second Inchon title fight, 
WBC super-flyweight champion 
Moon Sung-Kil of South Korea 
battered Thailand’s Torsak Pong- 
supa into submission in the sixth 
round. 

The referee stopped the bout 
midway through the round when 
Pongsupa went down under a 
flurry of punches to the face. 

Moon, defending his title for 
the fifth time, opened decisively, 
flooring Pongsupa with a hook in 
the first round for a mandatory 
eight count. 

He then constantly harried 
Pongsupa, chasing him around 
the ring and landing punches to 
the head and body. 



YES, MAAM .. MY FRIEND, WHO 
5ITS IN FRONT OF ME, 
NEEDS YOUR HELP... 



NO, SHE'S NOT EXPERIENCING 
ACADEMIC DIFFICULTIES 
OR HAVING TROUBLE 
RELATIN6 TO HER PEERS... 


HER HAIR IS CAUGHT IN 
HER BINDER AGAIN.' 



Andy Capp 




rr ALBANS X HAVEN # T 
0EAKE5OLT 
A COUPLE 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


WHAT A BREAK! MV TRIAL 
COMES UP ToDAy FOR THAT 
AUTO ACCIDENT AND IT 

JtfST so happens that 

MV PAL, JEFFLtS ON THE 
JURY/ 




JEFF. yodRE ON IHEDuf&P 
AT My TRIAL! Z RlHNED 
THE OTHER GUYS CAR BUT 
I COULD NT HELP IT - - 
YoU KNOIA/jftAT* 

SORE, 1 
MUTT 


r JEFF. IF YOU CONVINCE 
THE OTHER JURORS SO iW 
HAVJE TO PAY SAX #200 

damages. I'll blow you, 

TO A SWELL FEED! 


a k, mutt. 

I’LL TRY! 


_ 




Qms 

DENOTES A 
LAPSE OF 
THREE HOURS' 

THE- TIME 
THE JURY 
HAS BEEN 

DELIBERATING ( 


WONDERFUL. JEFF! 

I ONLY HAVE TO 
PAY #100 DAMAGES- 
BUT WHAT TOOK 
YOU JURORS SO 
LONG TO DECIDE. 1 




MUTT' 


NJ y- 


THE OTHER 
ELEVEN guvs 
WANTED TO 
ACOUIT YOU 
BUT 1 TALKED 
'EM OUT OF |T! 


S. CE BEAUMONT 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Marseille delights home fans with win 


PARIS (R) — French champions Marseille gave their home fans 
an early Christmas present when they crushed Caen 5-0 Saturday 
to stay comfortably at the top of die French League. Jocelyn 
Angioma, Jean-Pierre Papin, Chris Waddle and Basile Boli, who 
scored twice, got the goals on the last soccer night of the year. 
Players and fens will now take a four-week break. Plenty of goals 
were scored in the other matches. At Auxerre the home side beat 
struggling Sochaux 4-0 while Lens defeated lightly-regarded 
Toulouse 4-0. Monaco, with a 1-0 win over Paris St. Germain, 
stayed second four points behind Marseille, who have a game in 
hand. The principalty's team will have a job to catch the 
champions, now ideally-placed to clinch their four successive 
league title. Unfashionable Le Havre beat Toulon 3-0 to take 
third place one point behind Monaco. Rennes and Nancy, fighting 
to avoid relegation, managed a 1-1 draw. Rennes goalkeeper 
Pascal Rousseau was hurt in a clash with a Nancy striker during 
the game and was taken to hospital. Meanwhile, Cannes' 
attacking midfielder Zinedine Zidane will join Marseille next 
season, Marseille President Bernard Tapie said Sunday. 


Hodgson appointed Swiss coach 


BERNE (R) — Englishman Roy Hodgson, coach of Swiss first 
division socceT club Neucbatel Xamax, was chosen as Swiss 
national manager, sources said. The Swiss Football Federation 
sources said Hodgson, 44, was appointed to replace German Uh 
S tielike, who crmounced his resignation earlier this mouth after 
Swizteriand lost out in the qualifying rounds for the 1992 
European Championship. Hodgson, who played for English Club 
Crystal Palace and in South Africa, has managed several Swedish 
dubs, induding Malmo, who he took to five national titles. He 
was manager of English dub Bristol City for eight months in 1982. 
Hodgson took over at Neuchatel last year and helped the club to a 
UEFA Cup place in his first season in charge. 


Italy beats Cyprus 2-0 


FOGGIA, Italy (R) — Italy laboured to a 2-0 win over Cyprus in 
a European Soccer Championship qualifier — a result which 
could yet earn them a place in the finals in Sweden next June. The 
victory means Italy finish a point clear of Norway in second place 
in Group 3. The Soviet Union have won the group but the 
European Football Union (UEFA) ruled this week that the team 
finishing second would play in the finals should political upheaval 
prevent the Soviets from fielding a team. Goals fromGianluca 
Vialli and Roberto Baggio gave Italy a comfortable winning 
margin but Arrigo Sacchi’s new-look team lacked inspiration 
against a Cypriot side who failed to gain a point from their eight 
qualifiers. 


Kronberger wins season’s second downhill 


SERRE CHEVALIER, France (AP) — Two-time World Cup 
champion Petra Kronberger of Austria streaked to victory in a 
downhill race here, her first win ou the World Cup tircuit this 
season. Kronberger, die 1990 and 1991 overall World Cup titlist, ' 
sped down in T urinate 25.97 seconds, edging Hexfi Zurbriggen of Switzerland 
by 0.14 seconds in the second downhill race of the season. Miriam 
Vogt of Germany was third in 1:26.23, ahead of fourth-place 
Kerrin Lee-Gartner of Canada in 1:26.45 and fifth-place Veroni- > 
ka Wallinger of AostraSan in 1:26-58. The victory propelled* 
Kronberger to the top of the World Cup standings with 351 
points, nudging aside slalom specialist Vreni Schneider of 
Switzerland, who did not race in the downhill. Schneider fell to 
third place overall with 280 points. Katja seizinger of Germany 
squeaked into second place overall with 281 points after her 
seventh-place finish in Saturday's downhiU-here in the southern - 
French Alps near the Italian- border. Kronberger, who also was 
the World Cup downhill champion last year, took the lead early 
amid heavy snowfall, skiing eighth in a field of 63. 


Prpic defeats Fromberg in Melbourne 


MELBOURNE ( AP) — Goran Pipic recovered from a second set 
slnmpt to defeat Richard Fromberg 6-4, 6-7 (6-8), 6-3 Sunday in 
the final of the Colonial Mutual Gassic Exhibition Tennis 
Tournament at Kooyong. Prpic. ranked 18th in the world, led 6-4, 
5-3 before allowing his Australian opponent back into the match. 
Fromberg saved ax match points — five in the second set and one 
in the third set — before finally losing. Prpic, who says be 
represents the breakaway Yugoslav Republic of Croatia, took two 
boors and four minutes to grind down Fromberg in an enthralling 
struggle between two groundstokeis. Prpic went into the final 
with a 2-1 record after the round-robin section of the event, while 
Fromberg, who is ranked 95th in the world, was 3-0 going into the 
final. Prpic’s solid groundstrokes and precise service returns took 
him to a commanding lead before the Austrian Davis Cup player 
rallied to force the match into a third set. The only service break 
of the final set came when Fromberg double-faulted on break 
point in the eighth game. Prpic then held serve for the match — 
clinching it with an ace. 


Thai boxer wins 19th title defence, retires 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand’s Khaosai Galaxy weathered the 
toughest bout of his 7-year-long title reign to batter Armando 
Castro of Mexico and retain the World Boxing Association 
(WBA) junior bantamweight crown Sunday. The 33-year-old 
Khaosai retired after the fight. It was the 19th successful defence 
of the title Khaosai first won in November 1984. In a unanimous 
decision, the Panamanian judge scored the 12-round bout 
117-111, The South Korean judge 117-109 and the Philadelphia 
judge 127-109. Castro, the No. 3 contender, constantly stalked 
Khaosai and imieased punches from the opening bell in a dear bid 
for a knockout. Khaosai found himself retreating, unlike previous 
bouts where he stood toe-to-toe with challengers and calmly 
waited to deliver the knockout punch. But many of Castro's 
punches were flaining books that missed by wide margins, while 
Khaosai scored repeatedly to the head with jabs, uppercuts and 
hooks. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAKNAH HIRSCH 

Cl 991 Tribune UMi Santa. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q-1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*10843 v6 vKJ4 *KS652 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 


*AKQ83 <?J7 VAQJ6 *A6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 1 NT 


Q-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*10843 T6 vKJ4 4K8652 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 C* Pass 1 * 

3 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


What do you bid now? 


Q. 3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 7K1095 0KJ9 4KJ752 
The bidding has proceeded: - 

North East South West 
1*20? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQS7 <TKQ9 072 *AJ93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q. 6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q.4- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*K72 'vVoid 0AQ6 *J 109 54 3 2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 19 2 0 
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What action do you take? 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 23, 1»1 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be- 
ware of restlessness in dm A.M 
that has everyone behaving in an 
off hand-manner that can be most 
upsetting if one allows themselves 
to get drawn in to this unfortunate, 
short lived aspect. 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
This is certainly your day to con- 
centrate upon your personal de- 
sires and to get together socially 
with those you enjoy and who can 
help you get ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Much that requires preparation be- 
fore it is put into motion can 
require your undivided attention 
so be sure to get those in the know 
to give you suggestions. 

rJMlNl! (May 21 to June 21) Get 
out in the world of action and see 
and be wife good friends who 
either at hutch, dinner or any other 
social event you like very much. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have a multitude of 
things to do that pertain to civic, 
career or credit condition so waste 
on time to get them behind you this 
day. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever new horizons are dawning for 
you is die means by which you can 
make this a very productive day to 
expand your sights into new pro- 
jects. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Confine yourself now to wind- 
ing up those numerous obligations 


of a personal or business nature 
feat require you focus your atten- 
tion upon them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Now you find that yon need to 
think out very carefully that new 
plan suggested to you by a piooeer- 
ing-minded associ ate s o .get his 
slant on a joint venture. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take a good look at «B 
those tasks to be done by you 
personally wife an eye to setting 
them in a new slanted fsdnoB that 
makes them easier. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your time 'to 
actually enjoy yourself and forget 
those tensions that have been 
building up and aggravating you 
lately so adopt a benign attitude. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a myraid of 
things that you can do at home to 
bring you or others that live there 
more peace and tranquality so 
thtij fc of them. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you have the chance 
to get much of a routine nature 
done from an interesting new 
standpoint and later you can get 
out and visit relatives. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Money is the centre of your 
activities today or at least yon 
make out best try putting fee ac- 
cent on the practical and fee finan- 
cial for best results. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





“Here comes our insurance 
agent! Good luck!” 



Unscramble those fcxrJumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. . - 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

or — 


ZIPER 



[J 






VABER 






RIVUTE 


r 


□ 

□ 

J 


TRAVOC 


' y 


□ 
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THE SNOB HAP A 
HISH CLASS EDUCATION, 
WHICH IS WHY HE 
NEVER TOLEM *LIE*— 
BUT HE WOULP 
FREQUENTLY PO THIS. 


r*5 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


An w“ rmmmir 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: LOWLY PRINT 


(Answers tomorrow] 
BROKEN FAIRLY 


Answer Some people sayrnore In a look than others 

i BOOK 


can - - - IN A 


THE Da ily Crossword by Joan D. Berbrich 


ACROSS 
. 1 — Khan 
5 Confined 
9 MovedjjraduaRy 

14 Cut short 

15 Afr. plant 

16 Rae" 

17 Useful cover-up 

18 Hshfng item 

19 Bridal gown pert 

20 Ring stone 

21 Neck 
prominence 

23 Softened 

25 Clock follower 

26 Fr. company: 
abbr, 

27 Actor Hobrook 

28 Pep 

31 Dismay: var. 

34 C holes position 

36 Stone or ade 

37 Refuge 

38 Chapin role 

39 — Instant 
(Irtuned lately) 

40 Color 

41 Win easily 

42 Correct texts 
43 — armed bandit 

44 Certain wheel 

45 link 

46 Pale 
48 Fuel 

53 Nonsense 

56 Matinee — 

57 Promontories 

58 Deer 

59 Lass 

60 Creek 

61 Rara — 

62 Garden need 

63 Take — (act) 

64 Asked 

65 Govt agents 



•• 






*1991 Tri&uns Modi Sente*, Inc. 

M note Rewind 


DOWN 

1 Trouper 

2 Preceder of fruit 
or shot 

3 Every 60 
minutes 

4 Upset the — 
(ruin a plan) 

5 Taste 

6 Dodge 

7 Defense system 


6 Rain hard 
9 Involve 

10 Hamlets 

11 Early mass 
medium 

12 Biographer 

Ludwig 

13 Hamlet 
22 Inundate 
24 Zflch 
27 Dromedary 

feature 

29 ou 
cowhand... 1 ’ 

30 Oam 

31 Vocal part 

32 Hurt 

33 Hand penade 

34 School dance 

35 Take it on the — » 

36 Star UimJnatlan 
36 Cafeteria need 
42 Vowel sequence 

44 Treasure and 
hope 

45 Ry 
47 Slumber 


Yesterday's Pazzfe Sofrtd: 


pmnran nnnn nnni 
gt.ionn nnran nnni 
pnonnnnnnra nnni 
Hnnnmra rarannnnni 
nrenn nnran 
□l ih Fin n ~ pnnnm 
Rnnn nnr/, nnnni 
nnnnn min nnnni 
Hnonn nram nnni 
nnnrann nnnn nm 
nnnn nnran 
nunranrinn] nnnnni 
nnnn nnnnnnnnm 
nrann nnnn nnnni 
pnnn nnnn nnnn 


MTtapkaUftutt 82 Actress Bun 

49 Sharply pungent 57 tow of Gal 

M Jargon .54 Breathe han 

5 ? Scandinavian 55 Fequod Cpp 
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP> — Rapid economic growth 
has drained Malaysia’s mice am- 
ple pool of labour and further 
expansion .is threatened by an 
acute manpower shortage and 
neglect of the English language. 

- -Manufacturing, which 
spearheaded die boom in recent 
_yeare, has been hardest hit, 
according to'-tbe Malaysian Em- 
^ptovees Federation (MEF). The 
VMEF estimates that the country 
lacks 50,000 to 88,000 workers in 
ibissector. Construction has also 
been hint. 

. Hie. workforce .numbers 6.8 
million and unemployment is esti- 
mated at about five per cent. 

The Malaysian Manpower De- 
partment projected a total short- 


fall of more than 580,000 workers 
by the year 2000. 

Employers, investors and gov- 
emmnt officials worry that the 
labour shortage could detec in- 
vestment, boost inflation *hnd 
slow the robust growth that has 
pushed Malaysia toward the 
ranks of industrialised countries. 

Economic growth was 10 per 
cent last year when the country 
attracted S3.] billion in foreign 
investments. The Malaysian Insti- 
tute of Economic Research, a 
private think tank, forecasts 
growth of 7.3 per cent this year. 

Several foreign investment 
proposals bad to be turned away, 
said Deputy Prime Minister Gha- 
fur Baba, who envisions billions 
of dollars in losses “if nobody 


looms in Malaysia 


taps the rubber trees and harvests 
the oil palm.** 

Rubber and oil palm planta- 
tions are short of unskilled work- 
ers, while electronics factories 
can't find enough skilled ones. 

An estimated half million fore- 
igners hold relatively low-paying 
jobs spumed by Malaysians, most 
of them on plantations or in 
construction. Most of these work- 
ers are in the oountry illegally 
from Indonesia, Thailand and the 
Philippines. 

At the same time, about 
100,000 Malaysians seek better 
wages in other countries. Labour 
ministry sources said an esti- 
mated 24,000 workers commute 
over the border daily to factory 


jobs in Singapore. More than 
15,000 others are believed to be 
working illegally in Taiwan. 

in another anomaly, university 
graduates are finding themselves 
jobless in increasing numbers. 
This reflects an education system 
that is out of sync with an econo- 
mic shift from agriculture and 
primary production to manufac- 
turing, a trend that has also been 
noted in neighbouring Indonesia 
and Thailand. 

“Unemployed graduates have 
poor quality degrees,” said a 
report from the Malaysian Insti- 
tute of Economic Research. But 
even if the degree is of good 
quality, it often is in the wrong 
field. 
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Chinese government to tackle deficit 
by cutting bureaucracy and subsidies 


BEUING (AP) — The Chinese 
•^ government plans to cut its blo- 
ated bureaucracy and billions of 
dollars in business subsidies next 
year to combat a growing budget 
deficc, an official newspaper has 
reported. 

The cost-cutting measures were 
announced by Finance Minister 
Wang Bingqian at a recent 
national conference, the China 
Daily repotted. 

It said this year’s deficit will be 
larger than the planned 13.3 bil- 
lion yuan ($2.5 billion), but did 
not say by how much. 

The government said in August 
that state disaster relief alone for 
areas hit by severe flooding this 
summer would add 7-8 billion 
■yuan ($1.3-1. 5 billion) to the de- 
ficit. 

Last year, China had a record 
deficit of 13.9 billion yuan (£2.5 
billion) — the country's 10th de- 
ficit in 11 years. Mr. Wang 
blamed that shortfall on failing 
state-run enterprises and tax re- 
venues that fell six per cent short 
of projections. 

Mr. Wang said getting the 
budget under control requires re- 
ducing food and business sub- 
sidies, cutting down the 140- 
miilion strong bureaucracy and 
dosing up tax loopholes. 

Government offices in China 
are filled with idle officials drink- 
ing tea, reading newspapers, 
playing cards and gossiping. 

• Mr. Wang did not say how big 
the cuts in subsidies or personnel 
would be or how much would be 
saved by doing so. 

One-third of the state budget 
each year, goes toward price sub- 
sidies and bailing out state-owned 
enterprises, 40 per cent of which 
are m the red. This year's budget 
allocated 33 billion yuan ($6.1 
bUUon) for price subsidies and 
56.6 billion yuan ($10.5 billion) 
for money-losing firms. 

Mr. Wang blamed this year’s 
growing deficit on inefficiency 
and poor performance of state- 
run enterprises, and warned that 
their subsidies would be reduced 


or eliminated if they fail to get 
out of debt. 

He also urged local officials to 
shut down debt-ridden firms. He 
said more than 2,000 failing state 
enterprises already have stopped 
production or been merged with 
other firms. 

But many more continue 
churning our outdated, unsalable 
products that pile up in ware- 
houses. The government general- 
ly has been reluctant to allow its 
monolithic enterprises to go 
bankrupt, fearing that millions of 
disgruntled, unemployed workers 
could create social and political 
chaos. 

Meanwhile, China's foreign 
trade grew by 19 per cent in this 
year’s first three quarters, 
boosted by a hefty increase in 
imports. 

An official newspaper reported 
that imports totalled $43.3 bil- 
lion, 3n 18.5 per cent from a year 
earlier. Exports reached $49.5 
billion, a 19-5 per cent increase, 
the China Daily said. The trade 
surplus was $6.2 billion. 

However, 1990’s figures make 
for a low comparative base be- 


cause China cut imports sharply 
that year as pan of an overall 
austerity programme. 

In addition, the import figure is 
skewed because it includes fore- 
ign flood relief donations in the 
form of goods. Li Yan, a spokes- 
woman at the Chinese Customs, 
said by telephone that flood relief 
goods represented a substantial 
portion of imports from June to 
September. She said an exact 
figure had not yet been deter- 
mined. 

Trade figures from Chinese 
Customs are based on all com- 
modities crossing the border, in- 
cluding foreign aid and grants in 
the form of commodities, import 
of equipment by foreign enter- 
prises as direct investment and 
imported raw materials processed 
in China and exported. These 
items usually are not considered 
part of a country’s imports. 

In the first three quarters, 
these items totalled nearly $3 
billion, the China Daily reported. 

It said imports this year peaked 
in August. The $5.6 billion in 
imports then represented n 30 pet 
cent increase over August 1990. 


China appealed to the interna- 
tional community for flood relief 
aid in mid-July, and donations in 
funds and goods poured in the 
following weeks. The civil affairs 
ministry said foreign donations of 
commodities totalled $30 million. 

The newspaper highlighted the 
growth of imports, saying they 
increased because “the govern- 
ment gave it a higher priority.” 

It said a “special one-time infu- 
sion of government cash” has 
resulted in “buying sprees” for 
products from major developed 
countries. The report did not say 
how much money was made 
available or when, but added that 
negotiations were continuing for 
more equipment and other “big- 
ticket items.” 

Based on customs records, Chi- 
na imported more timber, papeT 
and pulp, synthetic fibers, wool, 
iron ore, petroleum and chemical 
fertilisers in the first nine months 
than in January-September 1990. 

Imports fell for wheat, sugar, 
food oil, rolled steel, refrigera- 
tors, television sets, videocassette 
recorders, tape recorders, camer- 
as and motorcycles. 


President promises policy 
to slow S. Korean growth 
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
President Roh Tae-Woo has said 
the government will slow the 
nation's economic growth . next 
year by tightening the money 
supply and curbing domestic con- 
sumption. 

Meaowhtle, tax authorities said 
they would investigate 9,500 peo- 
ple suspected of evading taxes 
while maintaining extravagant 
lifestyles. 

The probe is part of a 
government-led frugality cam- 
paign, which began in August 
with alarms over rising trade de- 
ficits, imports of expensive fore- 


ign goods -and extravagant con- ' next -year, staying below 10 'per 


sumption. 

Mr. Roh’s speech signalled an 
economic policy shift from expan- 
sion to stability next year. Critics 
contend that the government’s 
growth-oriented policy has re- 
sulted in high inflation and a huge 
current account deficit. 

In a budget statement read by 
Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
at the National Assembly, Mr. 
Roh said South Korea’s economy 
will grow by eight per cent next 
year, compared with about nine 
per cent expected this year. 

Mr. Roh said inflation will ease 


cent. He also predicted that the 
current account deficit would 
drop shakily next year but did not 
give any figures. Korea recorded 
a $7.7 billion current account 
deficit in the first eight months of 
the year. 

“Difficulties in curbing price 
hikes are expected next year due 
to a series of elections, but the 
government will implement a 
strong money supply control me- 
asure,” Mr. Roh said. 

Large amounts of campaign 
funds usually trigger inflation in 
major election years. 
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BCCI 

pleads 
guilty 
to fraud , 
larceny 


NEW YORK (R) — The Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Lntcrna- 
tional has pleaded guilty 

to fraud and larceny as part 
of its settlements of charges stem- 
ming from the largest financial 
baud in history. 

Hie formal plea to charges 
brought by the Manhattan Dis- 
trict attorney’s office followed an 
agreement announced Thursday 
in which the disgraced bank will 
give up $550 million in the biggest 
single criminal forfeiture ever 
obtained by the U.S. govern- 
ment. 


The agreement settled both 
federal charges brought in 
Washington and the New York 
indictment resulting from probes 
into the fraud, in which losses 
were estimated to exceed $15 
billion. 

“The magnitude of the crimes 
charged in foe indictment boggles 
the mind,” said New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Peter 
McQuillan. “It is probably the 
largest bank fraud ever perpe- 
trated.” 

Under terms of the plea en- 
tered by Frederick Davis, a 
lawyer for BCCI liquidators in 
Britain, Luxembourg and foe 
Cayman Islands, BCCI will also 
pay a $10 million fine. 

Luxembourg-based BCCI, 
which once had more than $20 
billion in assets and branches in 
69 countries, collapsed this year 
and in July banking regulators 
around foe world seized foe 
bank. 

Since then, court-appointed li- 
quidators from overseas have 
been negotiating with federal and 
state prosecutors in the United 
States to try to protect assets for 
the minions, of depositors. 

Under New York State law, 
prosecutors could have sought as 
much as a $40 billion fine against 
BCCI. A payment of that aze 
! would, have eliminated ■ funds for 
; cxedhoi&iand-depositois^ >. 

“Our concern has always been 
to minimise claims against 
BCCI,” Mr. Davis told the court. 

He later told reporters that 
BCCI was expected to plead guil- 
ty to foe federal charges in mid- 
January. After that time, money 
from the forfeiture will be distri- 
buted. 

Half of the forfeiture will be 
placed in a special fund to be used 
by the U.S. government to cover 
losses from any failures of Amer- 
ican banks that were controlled 
by BCCI. 

The fund will also be nsed to 
aid two troubled banks secretly 
controlled by BCCI: First Amer- 
ican Bankshares Inc. in Washing- 
ton and the Independence Bank 
Of Endno, California. 

The re maining funds will be 
used in other countries to pay 
depositors who lost their money 
when BCCI collapsed. 


LOST 


Bangladeshi passport 
No. G 033564 issued 
to Mohammad Amin 
was lost. 

If found, please de- 
liver to nearest 
police station. 


Gulf Arab ministers 

approve $10 bfund 


KUWAIT (R) — Gulf Arab 
ministers have approved plans for 
a S10 billion development fend to 
channel aid to other Arab states, 
the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said Sunday. 

Finance and foreign ministers 
from the six-member Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). meeting 
ahead of a summit of their leaders 
Monday, also decided to imple- 
ment a joint economic agreement 
within eight years, KUNA said. 

“GCC foreign and finance 
ministers approved an agreement 
regarding development efforts in 
Arab countries with a capital of 
$10 billion,” KUNA said. 

The announcement meant the 
ministers from the oil-rich econo- 
mic and defence alliance had 
patched up differences on how to 
share foe cost of foe fend, initial- 
ly approved last April. 

The aid plans are expected to 
be approved by foe leaders of 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates during their first 
post-Gulf war summit due to 


begin in Kuwait City Monday. 

GCC foreign and finance 
ministers also set an eight-year 
timetable to implemnt what was 
left of a joint economic agree- 
ment signed by foe decade-old 
defence and economic alliance in 
1982. 

KUNA said most of the new 
measures approved for a GCC 
common market would be put on 
the summit agenda. A few others 
would be referred to committees 
for further study. 

Officials say the six Gulf states, 
which straddle more than 40 per 
cent of the world's oil reserves, 
are making slow progress towards 
unifying their banking, customs 
and share trading regulations. 

Trade among GCC members 
only acouats for about seven per 
cent of the group’s total while 
customs tariffs vary widely. 

Some stales allow other GCC 
nationals to buy shares in local 
firms while others do not. 

Diplomats say foe conservative 
Gulf monarchies want to remove 


of foe obstacles preventing closer 
economic cooperation at this 
year’s summit, their first since 
Iraqis left Kuwait last February. 

The six states also want to set 
up a joint aid fund because they 
feel much of the money they 
pumped into other Arab econo- 
mies during the past decade was 
wasted. 

Iraq was one of the main reci- 
pients of GCC aid while other 
benficiaries such as Jordan, Ye- 
men and foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation sympathised with 
Baghdad. 

Officials say all Arab states will 
eventually benefit from the new 
fund but Egypt and Syria, whose 
troops joined the U.S. -led 
alliance against Iraq, would in- 
itially receive most of the money. 

Aid from foe fund will go to the 
private sectors of recipient states 
rather than governments as in the 
past, most likely to aid program- 
mes approved by foe Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank, officials say. 


New Australian premier 

■ 

expected to boost economy 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s new 
Prime Minister Paul Keating is 
expected to move quickly to 
boost the economy but the price 
could be rekindled inflation and a 
higher current account deficit, 
economists have said. 

“He wifi to do what he can get 
away with in the short term,” 
Commonwealth Bank economist 
Todd Ritchie said. 

Mr. Ritchie said Mr. Keating, a 
former treasurer who toppled 
prime minister Bob Hawke in a 
secret ballot Thursday, could cut 
official cash interest rates, now 
8.5 per cent, twice by March to 
boost the flagging domestic eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Keating told bis first 
cabinet meeting Friday “the task 
before the government is diffi- 
cult” in electoral and economic 
terms, government sources said. 

Mr. Keating indicated no ac- 
tion would be taken until the next 
cabtaitt meeting on Jan. 6 when 
he-would seek feedback from 
ministers on his proposed new 
policies, they said. 

Among the pledges he made at 
a news conference Thursday was 
to fight unemployment, which 
was 10.5 per cent in November, 
and for an economic recovery. 

Mr. Ritchie said he expected a 
major economic and political 
statement from Mr. Keating early 
next year that may include tax 
cuts in return for low wage rises. 

He said such a trade-off would 
push down inflation from the 
September quarter's annual rate 
of 3.3 per cent in the short term 
but it would rise to five per cent 
and more in 1993. 

Job growth would resume in 
foe three months to March 31 and 
keep strengthening, he said. 
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“But it’s going to be a while 
before that translates into a fall in 
foe unemployment rate,” Mr. 
Ritchie said. 

Unemployment could be 
around nine per cent by May 1993 
when the next national election is 
due, be said. 

The current account deficit, 
forecast by the government to be 
14 billion dollars ($10.7 billion) in 
the year to June 30, 1992, was 
widening and could be 19 billion 
dollars ($14.4 billion) or more in 
1992^3 due to higher imports, 
Mr. Ritchie said. 

Joanne Byrnes of SBC 
Dominguez Barry said she be- 
lieved official interest rates would 
be cut to at least 7.5 per cent in 
January and possibly lower later. 

Mr. Keating's expected pro- 
growth strategy would lead to a 
blow-out in inflation expectations 
and the current account deficit. 


she said. 

“You must come out of reces- 
sion very slowly to lock in (lower 
inflation) but he’s talking about 
kick-starting the economy and 
pushing it along to boom levels,”* 
Ms. Byrnes said. 

She forecast inflation of four to 
4.5 per cent by late 1992 and a 
current account deficit of at least 
16 billion dollars ($12.2 billion) in 
1991792 and 18.5 billion ($14.1 
billion) in 1992/93. 

National Australia Bank senior 
economist Peter McManus said 
Mr. Keating’s aim of growth with 
low inflation would be hampered 
by expected weakness in major 
overseas economies. 

It would be difficult to push 
unemployment undeT 10 per cent 
by the next election “unless he 
(Keating) tries to spend his way 
out," he said adding that this was 
unlikely. 


A Gallant Royal car, 1988 model, black plate, full automatic, sun 
roof, velvet ftjmiture, digital meter, centre lock, with all extras, 
silver blue metallic. Offer is valid for two days. 

If interested please call tel. 820195 
from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
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World News 



World 

welcomes 
new 
commonwealth 


LONDON (AP) — World lead- 
ers welcomed the new common- 
wealth of 11 former Soviet repub- 
lics formed Saturday while ex- 
pressing concern about the Com- 
monwealth's nuclear policy. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher said the 
11 republics could be recognised 
before the end of the year if they 
pledge to respect disarmament 
treaties signed by the former 
Soviet Union and make dear who 
is in control of the nuclear 
weapons. 

He said the new states — now 
grouped in the Commonwealth of 
the Independent States — should 
become part of “trans- Allan tic 
European cooperation” to pre- 
serve international stability. He 
urged the West to give them 
quick help. 

“We hope the agreement will 
help to provide a stable and 
peaceful environment to permit 
the individual republics to pursue 
democracy and market economy 
Teforms,” said White House 
spokeswoman Judy Smith in 
Washington. 

But Ms. Smith said decisions 
on extending U.S. diplomatic rec- 
ognition separately to each of the 
republics wSl not be made until 
after Secretary of State James 
Baker reports to Mr. Bush on his 
visits last week to five of them. 

Also, “we will, of course, want 
to consult with our allies,” Ms. 
Smith said. 


Mr. Baker was briefed by 
Kazakhstan President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, who hosted the 
Commonwalth conference, 
through a phone call to his plane 
while en route Saturday back to 
Washington. 

“We’re very satified.” a senior 
U.S. official said in Brussels after 
the republics signed the accord. 

Britain's Foreign Office said, 
“it is encouraging that republican 
leaders are negotiating arrange- 
ments in a peaceful way between 
themselves.” 

A foreign office spokesman, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Britain and its Western 
allies are stressing the importance 
of ensuring control of nuclear and 
other armaments in the former 
Soviet republics. 

They have also sought assur- 
ances that the republics would 
take on the obligations of the 
former Soviet Union in areas 
such as arms control, non- 
proliferation, human rights and 
debt, he said. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Nfichio Watanabe said his coun- 
try welcomed the agreement 
establishing a commonwealth “on 
the basis of the principles of 
ethnic self-determination and 
equality and sovereignty of the 
people, as wed as of liberty, 
democracy and a market eco- 
nomy." 

Mr. Watanabe said Japan 
would begin considering diploma- 
tic recognition, but also under- 
lines the importance of respecting 
existing agreements and assuring 
tight central control over nuclear 
weapons. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial reaction from France, but the 
conservative French daily Le 
Figaro praised Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, without whom “the 
Soviet Union would still exist." 

“He killed communism in 
wanting to save it. This is why he 
will be remembered in history as 
a great man,” Le Figaro said. 

Mr. Genscher also warmly 
praised Mr. Gorbachev as a “per- 
sonality of historical rank” whose 
role in German unification would 
never be forgotten by the Ger- 
man people. 

Mr. Gorbachev “opened the 
way for freedom and democracy 
for the people of the middle and 
Eastern Europe and for the peo- 
ple of the Soviet Union," Mr. 
Genscher said in Bonn. 

Mr. Gorbachev is expected to 
resign soon, perhaps within days, 
from his obsolete job as Soviet 
president. 

Romania, which recognised the 
former republics of Armenia and 
Russia this week and Moldavia in 
August, extended recognition on 
Saturday to Byelorussia. It says it 
is recognising Ukraine, but still 
disputes Ukrainian control over 
territories rhat were part of 
Romania before World War n. 

Iran’s Supreme National Secur- 
ity Council said it was ready to 
recognise the independence of 
the republics, particularly the 
“Asian Muslim republics” and 
Russia, according to an Iranian 
News Agency report, monitored 
by tiie British Broadcasting Corp. 

It said the council session, 
chaired by President Akbar 
Hashetni Rafsanjani, agreed to 
take measures to assist the newly 
independent republics “in choos- 
ing their future path and estab- 
lishing peaceful ties" with the rest 
of the world. 


Soviet republics bury hatchet. 


but violence flares in Georgia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Fdhner 
Soviet republics have agreed to 
live in harmony in a new Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
but Georgia remained in the grip 
of civil unrest as fighting flared in 
its capita] Sunday. 

The commonwealth accord, 
signed Saturday in the Kazakh 
capital Alma-Ata, put an end to 
the Soviet Union as a legal and 
political entity and consigned 
President Mikhail Gorbachev to 
early retinnent. 

Mr. Gorbachev looks set to 
bow to the inevitable and step 
down this week after struggling in 
vain to defend his vision of a 
common political and economic 
space, the alternative to which he 
said might be a bloody conflict 
worse than that in Yugoslavia. 

The ink had scarcely dried on 
the Alma-Ata document when 
fresh fighting between govern- 
ment and opposition forces 
erupted in Georgia — the only 
republic not to sign the accord 
and constant reminder of the 
challenge faced b-y republics in 
preserving peace and stability as 
central power crumbles. 

A presidential spokesman said 
seven people had been killed and 
fighting continued after opposi- 
tion National Guardsmen attack- 
ed the government headquarters 
in the Georgian capital, Tbilisi. 

Local journalists said there had 
been heavy fighting and reports 
of deaths ranged from four to 
eight. Heavy artillery and other 
weapons were being deployed 
around the city centre. 

Georgia, in the heart of the 
volatile Transcaucasns, sent high- 
level observers to the Alma-Ata 
meeting establishing the Com- 
monwealth which Russian leader 


Boris Yeltsin has hailed as a new 
chance for preventing conflict. 

But the final document foiled 
to resolve economic and military 
differences. 

The Commonwealth accord 
bad still to be ratified by Republi- 
can parliaments and further disr 
cessions on defence will be tack- 
led at talks in the Byelorussian 
capital Minsk on Dec. 30. 

Questions remained concern- 
ing the Kremlin’s nuclear arsenal 
and command of its 3.7 million 
troops, but Mr. Yelstin has won 
ultimate control over the nuclear 
button. 

Ukraine is keen to restrict the 
Commonwealth’s military role to 
tiie agreed unified command over 
midear arms, while other repub- 
lics see a bigger strategic force. 


Hie agreement could also face 
an economic challenge at the start 
of the year when Yeltsin pushes 
ahead with a planned price liber- 
alisation. 

This could put intolerable 
strain on the budgets of some 
other republics, notably in central 
Asia, as they compete for food 
and other essential goods with a 
higher-priced Russian market. 

Hie original Commonwealth 
accord, signed on Dec. 8 by the 
three Slav republics of Russia, 
Byelorussia and Ukraine, stres- 
sed free-market principles and 
coordinated economic policies. 
But the Alma-Ata document said 
tittle about this. 


Eight more republics joined 
the commonwealth at the 
weekend. They are Kazakhstan, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan in 
Transcaucasus, Moldova on the 
Romanian border and the Cen- 
tral Asian states of Uzbekistan, 


Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turk- 
menistan. 

Mir. Yeltsin, clearly the domi- 
nant figure as tiie 11 leaders 
addressed a televised new confer- 
ence Saturday, said on bis return 
to Moscow that the republics 
would pursue their own economic 
■policies with the rouble as the 
common currency. 

Ukraine and Byelorussia have 
both announced plans to issue 
coupons to replace roubles next 
year, which could threaten 
monetary coordination. 

At the news conference, Mr. 
Yeltsin made clear there would 
be no place for Mr. Gorbachev m 
the Commonwealth. 

The Russian leader has taken 
over virtually every lever of cen- 
tral power, including Mr. Gor- 
bachev's office in the Kremlin. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the republican 
leaders had made “appropriate 
decisions'' about the 60-year-old 
Soviet leaders, adding; 

“We respect Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev and want 
in a civilised state to put an end to 
the tradition since 1917, in which 
every state leader is buried and 
then later reburied or considered 
a criminal.” 

Meanwhile, Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov began the day Satur- 
day representing the Soviet Un- 
ion at the United Nations, with- 
out a country. 

The 11 states, meeting in 
Alma-Ata, the capital of Kazakh- 
stan, agreed that Russia would 
take over the Soviet Union’s seat 
on the U.N. Security Council, 
according to Seitkazy Mataev, a 
spokesman for Kazakhstan Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

However, to be granted mem- 
bership, a state must receive the 


recommendation of the Security 
Gnnncfl and a two-thirds vote of 
the General Assembly. 

Russia and the two republics 
already represented at the United 
Nations, Ukraine and Byelorus- 
sia, would push for all the other 
participants in the Common- 
wealth to have seats as well. 

The turnover of the Soviet seat 
to Russia would suit the United 
States, Britain, France and China 
— the other p remanent security 
Council members. They much 
prefer a single, relatively stable 
Russia holding the seat to its 
being held by a loose confedera- 
tion of states that would have to 
enter into lengthy inter-republic 
consultations on any internation- 
al crisis. 


Russia would be cons de red, in 
the view of the other Council 
members, the “continuation” of 
the Soviet Union for diplomatic 
purposes. 

Hie precedent for tins in inter- 
national law is the division of 
British colonial India in 1947 into 
India and Pakistan. 

In that case, India was consi- 
dered the continuation of the 
nation, and Pakistan entered the 
United Nations as a new mem- 
ber. 


At the time, the General 
Assembly's legal subcommittee 
decided that a nation does not 
cease to be a U.N. member simp- 
ly because its name or border 
changes. Only the extinction of a 
state would require its removal 
from the U.N. system. 

Since Russia is assuming vir- 
tually all the obligations of the 
former Soviet Union, it can be 
viewed as a legitimate continua- 
tion of that- country. 


Truce broken in Croatia 


BELGRADE (R) — A battle- 
field truce agreed by Croats and 
Serbs in cental Croatia appeared 
to have little effect Sunday, and 
political divisions in disintegrat- 
ing Yugoslavia were deepening 
farther. 

The truce to cover western 
Slavonia, an area of Croatia mid- 
way between Belgrade and Zag- 
reb inhabited mainly by Serbs, 
was scheduled to begin at 8 a.m. 
(0700 GMT), but like the 14 
ceasefires internationally 
arranged in past months, it was 
broken almost immediately. 

Belgrade television said Croa- 
tian forces had attacked army 
positions near Novska, Upik and 
Pakrac, and fi ghting was also 
reported from Jasenovac and 
Nova Gradiska. 

Croatian radio said Pakrac and 
two villages north of it had come 
under fierce mortar, artillery and 
rocket fire, killing itvo people- and 
wounding many more. 

It also said the Adriatic port of 
Zadar had been damaged by artil- 


lery fire overnight. 

None of the reports could be 
independently confirmed. 

Tan jug News Agency said Un- 
ited Nations and European Com- 
munity observers would meet 
army and Croatian delegates on 
the border between Croatia and 
Serbia later Sunday to try to 
make the ceasefire more effec- 
tive. 

Thousands of civilians, most of 
them ethnic Serbs, have streamed 
sooth to neighbouring Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in recent weeks to 
escape the mayhem which has 
wrecked their rural homeland. 

But their flight, already ham- 
pered by snow and rains, was 
halted Sunday by the closure of a 
key bridge at Slavonski Brad, 
over the River Sava, leaving only 
one crossing point open between 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegoviha. 

Controls were flattened fol- 
lowing Saturday’s resolution by 
Bosnian Serbs to declare their 
own republic — the latest step in 
Yugoslavia’s break-up and one 


bringing the threat of wider war- 


Tbe Serbs acted after the two 
other main groups in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, the Muslims and 
the Croats, voted last week to 
seek its international recognition 
as a separate state. 

The Muslims termed the Serb 
declaration “a legally dubious 
and politically suspicious act” and 
said BoimiarHerzegovina would 
continue to be a communal state 
of all* who wanted to live in it. 

But as in Croatia, the Bosnian 
Serbs have no intention of living 
separated ' 
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and their vote looked cer 
precipitate its break-up — 
whether by force or negotiation is 
the key question. 

Four of the sax Yugoslav repub- 
lics — Slovenia, Croatia, Mace- 
donia and Bosma-Kerzego vin a — 
have now said they will seek 
international recognition as inde- 
pendent states on Jan. IS under 
conditions devised by the Euro- 
pean Community {EC). 


Military blocks off downtown 


Phnom Penh; gunfire rings out 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
military sealed off downtown 
streets Sunday and soldiers fired 
into the air to discourage further 
anti-government protests. 

Reporters saw one man who 
had been wounded by gunfire in 
an area where several hotels are 
located. Troops dragged the man. 
into a shop. 

The unrest has forced die delay 


of an important meeting of the 
country’s reconciliation body, 
made up of leaders of the govern- 
ment and the three guerrilla 
groups it fought during nearly 13 
years of war. The leaders are 
trying to implement a peace 


It also forced the government 
to jmstpqne.-visi1s of foreign dig- 
nitaries, including the Chinese, 
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Laotian and Vietnamese foreign 
ministers, said Foreign Minister 
Hor Nam Hong. 

The military moved armoured 
personnel carriers and hundreds 
of heavily armed troops into the 
downtown after four days of un- 
rest. Workers and civil servants 
protesting corruption and abuse 
by the Vietnamese-installed gov- 
ernment have joined the protests. 


4 killed in 


Northern 


Ireland 


shootings 


BELFAST (R) — Four people 
have been shot dead m a fresh 
outburst of sectarian revenge kfllr 
ings on one of the bloodiest days 
of the year in Northern Ireland. 

The 12-hour shooting spree 
across the British province Satur- 
day shocked security chiefs who 
had pot 2,000 extra troops on the 
streets in an attempt to stem the 
bloodletting by rival Republican 
and Protestant gunmen. 


A 19-year-old student died sav- 
ing his father from a gunman who 
burst into their family shop in the 
Comity Tyrone village of Moy. 

Robin Farmer, bade home for 
the Christmas holidays from uni- 
versity in Scotland, was shot 
twice in the heart when he flung 
his father Bob to the floor during 
the attack. 


The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting to end British 
role in Northern Ireland, tried to 
kill Bob Farmer last month with a 
car bomb that was spotted and 
defused by British army bomb 
disposal experts. 

Staff in the shop managed to 
capture the p u—o , who was 
arrested later by police. 

Saturday night saw two bloody 
attacks within four hours, raising 
fears that the province could be 
heading into another round of 
“tit-for-tat” killings that have be- 
come a familiar feature of the 
22-yer-old conflict. 


N. Korea wants formal word that U.S. nuclear arms gone 


SEOUL (AP) — North Korean 
President Kim Q Sung has told a 
U.S. congressman his nation will 
accept nudear inspections only 
after formal notification that U.S. 
nudear weapons have been re- 
moved from South Korea, a re- 
port said Sunday. 

The North Korean leader also 
demanded direct talks with 
Washington on inspections of sus- 
pected nudear arms facilities, 
said die Korean News Agency 
Yonhap. 


The report was based on talks 
Sunday 1 between South Korean 
officials and U.S. Rep. Stephen 
Solarz, who spent three days in 
North Korea last week. South 
Korean and U.S. officials de- 
clined to gjve details of those 
talks. 

The United States, other major 
powers and North Korea's neigh- 
bours have expressed unease over 
intelligence reports that the hard- 
line Communist state is nearing 
nuclear weapons capability. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo declared his nation nuc- 
lear-free last week, "stating in 
effect that U.S. nuclear weapons 
already had been withdrawn. The 
removal of U.S. weapons was 
seen as satisfying the North’s 


major condition for allowing in- 
ternational Inspection of its nuc- 
lear facilities. 

But Yonhap quoted Pan Ki- 
Moon, director-general of the 
Foreign Ministry’s American 
Bureau, as saying Mr. Solarz told 
South Korean officials that North 
Korea is demanding Washing- 
ton's confirmation of the U.S. 
nudear arms withdrawal as a 
condition to singing an inspection 
agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
Mr. Kim H Sung was further 
oted as rejecting a proposal by 
uth Korean Prime Minister 
Chung Won-Shik for simul- 
taneous pilot inspections of nuc- 
lear facilities and weapons sites in 
both South and North Korea. 


£ 


Mr. Kim instead demanded 
that while the IAEA would in- 
spect North Korean facilities. 
North Korean inspectors would 
check on U.S. military bases in 
the Sooth, Yonhap reported. 
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The North long has demanded 
direct negotiations with the Un- 
ited States on nudear and other 
issues and has tried to bypass its 
longtime rival. South Korea. 
Washington repeatedly has rebuf- 
fed the demand. 

Mr. Solarz’ visit to North 


Korea followed the si gning of a 
historic agreement calling for 
peaceful coexistence between the 
rival Koreas. 

He briefed officials in Tokyo 
Saturday and on Sunday saw 
South Korean Foreign Minister 
Lee Sang-Ock, opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Jung and other South 
Korean officials. 

“Mr. Solarz expressed serious 
concern about the North accept- 
ing nudear inspections and aban- 
doning nudear weapons develop- 
ment," said a statement from 
Kim Dae-Jung’s Democratic 
Party. 

“Solarz asked Kim (Dae- 
Jung’s) opinion in case the North 
does not accept nuclear inspec- 
tions,” the statement said. It said 
Mr. Kim told the New York 
Democrat be opposed any hasty 
use of force and urged diplomatic 
and economic pres sur e through 

the United Nations. 

Mr. Solarz, chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Asian 
and Pacific Affairs, was the first 
American politician to discuss 
nuclear issues with the North 

Korean leader since nodear con- 
cerns escalated early this year. 


the intention to manufacture nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Meanwhile, the North’s official 
Workers (Communist) Party 
newspaper Rodong Shimnun ac- 
cused the United States Sunday of 
“intensifying an unprecedented 
military threat and nudear black- 
mail against us.” 

The commentary, carried by 
tiie North’s Korean Central News 
Agency, monitored in Tokyo, 
said the Americans were citing 
“the fictitious * 1111081 . of- nuclear 
weapons development™ by 
North Korea, 

“Having voiced cheers at their 
’success’ in the anti-Conuaumst, 
anti-Soc aifis t policy in Europe, 
tiie U.S. imperialists direct the 
sharp edge of the anti-Commun- 
ist, anti- Socialist strategy against 
the eastern hemisphere and set it 
as the first task in estahlishing a 
‘new prefer of the world’ to con- 
tain the Socialist countries in this 
region,” the commentary de- 
clared. 


Yonhap said Mr. Solarz quoted 


Kim H Sung as saying North 
Korea has neither the ability nor 


In Tokyo Saturday, Mr. Solarz 
and Japanese Prime Minister 
Kiidri Miyazawa agreed that their 
nations should pressure North 
Korea to abandon nuclear 
weapons development, offici als 
said. 


Oil tank explosion kills 8 in Japan 


V 

TOKYO (AP) — A tank at an edible oil factory in the western 
city of Osaka exploded and burned Sunday, killing eight workers 
who were inspecting it, police and fire officials said. Nine workers 
were inspecting the 15-metre-high, seven-metre diameter tank at 
Fuji Ofl Co., a leading Japanese manufacturer of edible oil and 
fat, said a fire official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The 
ninth worker was unhurt, the official said. Fire fighters brought 
the fire under control three hours later, the official added. The 
tank is used to extract oil for edible oil and fat from coconut oil 
and palm oil, the officials said. They said the cause of the 
explosion was not immediately known. The plant has 750 
employees, of whom 60 to 70 were working Sunday, officials said. 
Fuji Ofl, established in 1950, employs 1,442 people in all. 


Quake reported in Soviet Far East 


GOLDEN, Colorado (AP) — An earthquake measuring 7.5 on 
the Richter Scale jarred the Kuril Islands in eastern Russia 
Sunday, the largest of a series of temblors to strike the area, the 
Geological Survey reported. The earthquake was centred 1,450 
kilometres northeast Tokyo, said Pat Jorgenson, a U.S. Geologic- 
al Survey spokeswoman in Menlo Park, California. It struck the 
Pacific Ocean islands at 6:43 in the evening past, which is 3:43. 
a.m. EST. The Richter Scale is a gauge of the energy released by 
an earthquake, as measured by the ground motion recorded on a 
seismograph. The Kurils are a remote and sparsely populated 
group of islands off northern Japan. The “earthquake is the latest 
and largest in a series of tremors,” Ms. Jorgenson said. The set 
began on Dec. 7, 1991. A temblor measuring 6.5 on the Richter 
Scale rumbled through the area on Dec. 13, and on Dec. 19, a 6.6 
earthquake struck. Ms. Jorgenson said there were no reports of 
damage or injuries from the 7.5 earthquake or any of its 
predecessors. 


Mitterrand’s popularity drops again 


PARIS (AP) — President Francois Mitterrand has suffered 
another political blow with the release of a poll showing that only 
22 per cent of those questioned were satisfied with his perform- 
ance. The approval rating was a six-point drop since November 
when 28 per cent of those polled were happy with the president. 
The poll by the respected IFOP polling firm for the newspaper 
Journal du Dimancbe said 65 per cent of the 1,924 people 
questioned between Nov. 25 and Dec. 9 were “not satisfied” with 
the Socialist president. IFOP questioned people 18 years of age 
and older. No margin of error was given. Mr. Mitterrand has been 
in deep political trouble on the home front for most of his year 
with people saying they are fed up with the president who has 
been in office more than a decade. Recently, he has been attacked 
by opponents on both the left and right for using foreign affairs to 
divert attention from domestic problems, including an unemploy- 
ment rate of 10 per cent. 


Australians still prefer Hawke — poll 


SYDNEY (R) — Australians would prefer Bob Hawke as prime 
minister rather than Paul Keating, the man who deposed him last 
Thursday, according to one of tire first opinion polls since Mr. 
Keating took office. In a poll conducted Friday, the day 
47-year-old Keating was sworn in as Australia's youngest prime 
minister, 53 per cent of voters said they would prefer Mr. Hawke 
as prime minister while 39 per cent favoured Mr. Keating. Former 
treasurer Keating toppled Mr. Hawke in a leadership ballot of 
Labour parliamentarians by 56 votes to 51. Mr. Hawke was the 
ruling Australian Labour Party's longest serving prime minister, 
coming to office in March 1983. The leadership change is a 
desperate attempt by the Labour Party, trailing the opposition 
Liberal-National Party coalition by 21 per cent, to win the next 
election due by May 1993. However the poll m the Sunday 
Telegraph also showed that most Australians would prefer 
opposition leader John Hewson as prime minister above both Mr. 
Keating and Mr. Hawke. Mr. Hewson scored a popularity rating 
of 71 per cent in the poll, conducted by Quadrant Research 
Services among 1,234 voters, Mr. Hawke scored a 75 per cent 
approval rating shortly after winning office in 1983. 


10 feared dead in Texas floods 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) — Raging flood waters washed 
across Texas for the fifth successive day, killing at least 10 people 
and forcing evacuation of about 200, authorities said Saturday. 
Authorities confirmed that 10 people had died since the flooding 
started late Wednesday and believed two others died but their 
bodies had not been recovered. The death toll is expected to rise 
as authorities search for at least five people missing across the 
state. An unidentified woman was presumed dead after her car 
slipped off a road late Friday near dripping springs, the Texas 
Department of Safety said. Authorities also found Saturday tiie 
bodies of a mother and her infant son in their car which was swept 
off a road by flood waters, police said. Many roads across the 
state were closed and rainfall records including in San Antonio 
where more than 11 inches (28 cm) have fallen since late 
Wednesday. The National Weather Service said the slow-moving 
storm was likely to linger until Monday. 


Head of Amnesty International quits 


LONDON (R) — The secretary general of Amnesty Internation- 
al, Ian Martin, has resigned and will leave his post next year 
following an internal row over the future of the human rights 
organisation, an Amnesty spokesman said. Mr. Martin, 45, 
fought a tough battle to maintain the London-based group’s 
cohesion at a time when it expanded its membership and widened 
its human rights goals. Amnesty spokesman Richard Reocfa said 
Mr. Martin had defeated the challenge to his authority but was 
quitting because be felt tired out by foe struggle. “After that he 
felt it was time for new blood to take over,” Mr. Reoch said. Mr. 
Martin, who held the post for six years, will leave at the end of 
June. His post will be advertised next month. Amnesty, which is 
best known for its campaigns to free political prisoners, marked 
its 30th anniversary this year and now has more than one million 
members worldwide. 


Burmese dissident still heads party 


BERLIN (R) — The leader of Burma’s government-in-exfle said 
Saturday Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi remained 
head of the National League for Democracy Party (NLD), the 
east German News Agency (ADN) reported. Sein Win, a cousin 
of Aung. San Suu Kyi and prime minister of the provisional 
parallel government, told reporters in Beilin Burma's military 
junta wanted the party to expel her, it said. “The 46-year-old 
(Aung San) Suu Kyi has at no time been expelled from tile NLD, 
although the junta headed by General Saw Mating wants to force 
leading dissidents to take this step through torture," ADN quoted 
Mr. Sein Win as saying. Official Radio Rangoon said last week 
Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest - w t kt 
J uly 1989, had been expelled from the party she helped found and 
led in absentia to electoral victory last year. Mr. Sein, visiting 
human rights groups in Berlin, appealed to Western states not to 
recognise the junta, to stop all aid to it and not to tolerate human 
rights abuse in Burma. 


Pope calls for genuine celebration 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paul spoke out a pgmct 
superficial Christmas glitz Sunday, appealing for the birth of 
Oirist to be celebrated as a feast of truth. ‘‘Christmas is also about 
rejecting all counterfeit things and false appearances which 
human vanity often covers itself with, because it is the feast of 
truth," the Pope told thousands of pilgrims on St. Peter’s Square 
in his weekly address. “(The birth of Christ) teaches us that the 
ways of the Lord pass through humility, silence, sacrifice and 
renouncing ourselves for the love of God and of our brother " he 
said. * 


Jan Fonda, Ted 
Turner wed in 
Florida 
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TALLAHASSEE, Florida (RW. 
Actress Jane Fonda and -broajf 
casting magnate Ted Turner wot 
married Saturday in a small, pri- ^ 
vate ceremony at Turner’s estate " 
in northern Florida, a spokesman s 
said. It was the third marriagefor *’ 
Turner, 53, and Foodaj.vrtio - 
turned 54 Saturday. Fonda vug ? 
Oscars as best actress in 1971 fof tl 
Klnte and in 1978 for Coming 
Home and now markets exercse *, 
videos. She and Turner, founder}* 
of Atlanta-based Cable Neag 
Network (CNN), announced 
their engagement on Dec.' 7, 
1990. A spokesman for Tuna 
Broadcasting System foe. is 
Atlanta said “it was a small 
gathering of friends and famfly. 
Reporters were told that about 30 
people attended the wedcfihg and 
that Fonda's 18-year-old sent gave 
her away. CNN, which. Toner 
founded in 1980, said Fbnda 
wrote die wedding vows. Fonda 
was previously married to. direc- 
tor Roger Vadim and rTom 
Hayden, a 1960s dissident who 
later served in the California 
State Assembly. She has two chil- 
dren. Tomer has two children ,bv 
his first wife and three by fas 
second, from whom he was di- 
vorced in 1988 with a reported 40 
million settlement. 
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Michael Jackson’s 
glove fetches £16,500 


LONDON (AP) — A glove worn 
on stage by American singer and 
dancer Michael Jackson fetched 
£16.5000 ($30,030) at a sale of 
show business memorabflsa. at au- 
ctioneers Christie's. The glove, 
encrusted with white rtHnestones 
and fake diamonds, was a lack- 
son trademark and the fogfalight 
of the sale. It was bought by a 
branch of the Hard Rode Cafe 
chain in Dublin, Ireland, set-to . 
open next summer. In other 
deals, the New York restannot 
Planet Hollywood bought a dak 
that once belonged to Marine 
Dietrich for £3,080 ($5,605). Tbe 
actress was said to have hadijte 
Chair's legs shortened so die 
could show her legs off to fear 
best advantage. Planet Hoflywod 
also paid £2,200 ($4,004) for a 
school year book that belonged ^ 
actor James Dean and £1,300 
($2,366) for British actor Noel 
Coward’s black silk dressing 
gown. 


Christmas carols 
‘could be calls 
to arms’ 


LONDON (R) — Some of fee 
best-loved English Christmas 
carols bear more than tidings of 
comfort and joy, according k) 
expert Ian Bradely. He says they 
could be coded to ifevotat 
tion. Mr. Bradley said recent 
research suggested tiie mocb- 
stmg carol O Come, All Ye 
ful may have been written to rstf 
to arms su pp ort e rs of 18th 
tiny Bonnie Prince Chariie, \ato_ 
led an uprising of Jacobite Soot-; 
tish Catholics against the Engirt- 
The carol’s assumed author. Jabs 
Ffanris Wade, was a ferreot 
Jacobite, Mr. Bradley wrote ® 
the Times newspaper. Htohyan 
was written in T-atin two- yean 
before the uprising arid not toot 
lated into English until lOOjcffi 
later. Anotiierfarourite,ftCa^ ] 
Upon The Midnight Oear/w^ 
inspired at least in part fry. ^e 
1848 revolutions in France 



i, Mr. Bradley said, 
third carol, Angels From.Jh 
Realms Of Glory, first appene 
in a radical Englmh newspaper* 
1816 and was written fay ar.oa 
jailed for s u pporting the sfonpjs 


of the Bastille,. James MotUgffi 


ery. “Those who protest 
(carols) have been robb© 

their o riginal religious purpose 
being turned httn the-eadfc? 
tinkly Muzak (music) - w$dj. 
keeps us fflHng supermarket®^ 
leys extra high throughout 
festive season should' 
“Some of our best-loved 
mas hymns 
they seem,” said Mr! 
editor of an 




Rash of graffiti 
ends in allergy; 



LONDON (R) — A 

who illegally decors 
underground trains had his 
cut short by -ah ' allergy 
paint, a court was fold. 

Ha yes, 26 , pleaded gaflty# 

mg crimmai 
allergy meant h» v 
days were over. Mr. 

Bjgned his graffiti “DiaxT 
hnnsctf as a -cult . fig 

entered todo20Q hour* 
ity service and pay 
«»ts of £400 ($750) ' ; ; 









